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HE  CARETH 


Casting  all  your  care 
upon  Him,  for  he  careth 
for  you.  1  Pet.  5:7 


American  Tract  Society 

7  West  45th  St.,  New  York. 

No.  49 


HE  CARETH. 


What  can  it  mean?  Is  it  aught  to  Him 
That  the  nights  are  long  and  the  days  are 
dim? 

Can  He  b,e  touched  by  the  griefs  I  bear, 
Which  sadden  the  heart  and  whiten  the 
hair? 

Around  His  throne  are  eternal  calms, 

And  strong,  glad  music  of  happy  psalms, 
And  bliss  unruffled  by  any  strife. 

How  can  He  care  for  my  little  life? 

And  yet  I  want  Him  to  care  for  me 
While  I  live  in  this  world  where  the  sor¬ 
rows  be. 

When  the  lights  die  down  from  the  path 
I  take. 

When  strength  is  feeble  and  friends  for¬ 
sake, 


He  Careth 
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When  love  and  music,  that  once  did  bless, 
Have  left  me  to  silence  and  loneliness, 
And  my  life-song  changes  to  sobbing  pray¬ 
ers, 

Then  my  heart  cries  out  for  a  God  who 
cares. 

When  shadows  hang  o’er  me  the  whole 
day  long 

And  my  spirit  is  bowed  with  shame  and 
wrong ; 

When  I  am  not  good,  and  the  deeper  shade 
Of  conscious  sin  makes  my  heart  afraid, 
And  the  busy  world  has  too  much  to  do 
To  stay  in  its  course  to  help  me  through, 
And  I  long  for  a  Saviour — can  it  be 
That  the  God  of  the  universe  cares  for  me? 

Oh,  wonderful  story  of  deathless  love! 
Each  child  is  dear  to  that  heart  above. 
He  fights  for  me  when  I  cannot  fight, 

He  comforts  me  in  the  gloom  of  night, 
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He  Careth. _ _ 

He  lifts  the  burden,  for  He  is  strong, 

He  stills  the  sigh  and  awakens  the  song; 
The  sorrow  that  bowed  me  down  He  bears, 
And  loves  and  pardons  because  He  cares. 

Let  all  who  are  sad  take  heart  again ; 

We  are  not  alone  in  our  hours  of  pain ; 
Our  Father  stoops  from  His  throne  above 
To  soothe  and  quiet  us  with  His  love 
He  leaves  us  not  when  the  storm  is  high 
And  we  have  safety,  for  He  is  nigh. 

Can  it  be  trouble  which  He  doth  share? 
Oh,  rest  in  peace,  for  the  Lord  does  care. 

Marianne  Farningham. 
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EIGHT  LARCHMOMT  AVENUE 


Dear  Robert:  It  is  assuring  to  get  that  good  ■»-©*'£ 
from  you  this  morning*  I  am  sharing  it  ?/ith  Arthur 
Goadby,  with  whom  I  lunched  on  Monday,  and  who  wa's 
concerned  to  know  now  you  were  doing.  Ae  had  a  most 
interesting  time  at  the  Yale  Club  reviving  the  past. 
Tie  told  me^  things  about  our  P.A.E.  men  which  I  had 
not  known.  Perhaps  the  three  of  us  can  get  together 
ere  long.  Please  tell  Emma  I  count  on  her  authority 
to  keep  you  innocuously  quiet  for  the  full  time 
recuperation  requires.  I  am  shortly  to  be  seventy- 
eight, —  not  the  age  at  which  burn  the  candle  at  both 
ends  and  in  the  center,  and  I  KNOW.  Ary  best  to  you 


both! 

Dec. l/44 
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REFER  TO: 


Newport  News.  Virginia 


26  October 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Harkness  Pavilion 
Presbyterian  Hospital 
¥  168th  Street  and  Riverside  Dr. 

New  York,  New  York 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Word  has  come  from  New  York  that  you  are  in  the  Hospital  and  I 
wanted  to  send  this  note  to  carry  to  you  my  warm  sympathy  and  my  best 
wishes  for  a  speedy  recovery. 

You  have  truly  been  an  "Iron  Man"  in  your  capacity  for  work  and 
endurance  of  fatigue  ani!  strain  and  long  hours,  ana  yord  that  you  were 
incapacitated,  even  temporarily,  is  hardly  credible.  I  remember  how 
deftly  you  knocked  me  off  the  soar  when  we  were  on  the  trip  to  South 
America,  even  though  I  had  the  advantage  of  being  more  than  20  years 
your  junior .  I  hope  you  can  knock  out  whatever  opponent  is  now  keeping 
you  horizontal  and  will  soon  be  able  to  return  to  your  accustomed 
activity. 

That  was  wonderful  word  contained  in  your  last  letter  about  the 
safe  arrival  of  your  grandson.  I  rejoice  with  Billy  and  Betty  and  with 
you  over  this  good  gift  of  God  to  your  family. 

I  was  reading  two  days  ago  from  your  little  book,  "Five  Minutes 
A  Day",  and  I  copied  out  one  of  the  poems  which  I  liked  especially 
to  send  to  Connie.  I  am  enclosing  a  copy  and  will  not  forget  to  carry 
out  its  message  in  your  behalf. 

With  love  and  best  wishes,  I  am 

Affectionately  yours, 

w.  & 

w.  R.  WHEELER 

Major,  T.  C. 

Port  Historian 
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Reid  Stuart  Dickson 
Witherspoon  Building 
PHILADELPHIA 

October  twenty-seventh, 

1  9  4  4. 


tt(  V- 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

c/o  Presbyterian  Hospital  Medical  Center, 
New  York  City. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 


Word  has  just  come  to  me  that  you  have  been  compelled 
to  ^,0  through  a  surgical  operation.  I  wish  that  I  were  near  enough 
to  run  in  to  see  you  in  the  days  when  you  will  be  able  to  receive 
visitors,  but  you  will  be  much  on  my  heart  and  in  my  prayer. 

May  God  bless  you  richly  and  may  you  have  a  complete 
and  speedy  recovery. 


Affectionately  yours. 


Dear  Dr.  Speer j 


1  ™  writing  personally  and  on  behalf 
of  the  Board  and  its  staff  to  express  to  you  our  regret 
that  it  has  been  necessary  for  you  to  lay  up  for  repairs. 
You . have  our  prayers  for  your  speedy  recovery.  Your 
ministry  to  the  Church-at-large  since  your  retirement 
from  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  has  been  blessed  of 
God  and  we  all  hope  it  will  be  possible  for  vou  to  con¬ 
tinue  it  for  years  to  come.  We  remembered  you  in  prayer 

at  our  noon-day  meeting  yesterday  and  shall  continue  to 
think  of  you. 


With  best  wishes,  I  am 

Sincerely  yours. 


c 


E.  Graham  Wilson 
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A  Cj-ToR-U 


S  OF  GOOD  WISHES 


Mope  o_ne  qeaJ 

Soon  . 
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✓  *  > 

Dr.  Sberwooa  Eddy 
52  Vanaerbiit  Avenue 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Dr.  Eddy: 

.  L  •-  •  .  y  **  -  •  ’•  -V  , 

In  behalf  of  Dr.  aria  Mr 3.  Speer,  may  I  acknowledge 
your  much  appreciated  letter  which  Mrs.  Speer  has  just 
turned  over  to  me.  She  is  with  Dr.  Speer  ail  the  time. 

And  I  am  trying  to  get  up  there  about  twice  a  week. 

You  can  imagine  what  an  unfamiliar  and  trying  ex¬ 
perience  it  is  lor  Dr.  Speer  to  be  laid  up  in  bea  for  the 
first  time  in  about  ‘>0  years.  But  he  has  been  a  very  good 
patient. 

His  condition  continues  to  give  us  some  concern  as  he 
has  not  rallied  from  the  first  stage  of  his  operation  as 
well  as  re  would  wish,  though  his  condition  is  not  critical 
serious.  I  am  afraia  it  is  going  to  be  a  long  puli. 

With  kindest  regaras, 
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Mr.  David  Porter 
Room  260 
Library  of  Congress  Annex 
Washington,  25,  D.  C. 
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Dear  sir.  Porter: 


.  -w 
"Ail.-c..  ■/A.^ 
I  I 


J 


in  behalf  of  Dr.  &nu  .irs.  Speer,  may  I  acknowledge 
your  much  appreciated  letter  which  Mrs.  Speer  has  just 
turned  over  to  me.  She  is  with  Dr.  Speer  a^i  the  time. 

And  I  aa  trying  to  get  up  there  about  twice  a  week. 

•' _ _  'f.  ^  t 

You  can  imagine  what  an  unfamiliar  and  trying  ex¬ 
perience  it  is  for  Dr.  Speer  tc,  be  laid  up  in  bed" for  the 
tirst  tine  in  about  50  years.  But  he  has  been  a  very  rood 
patient. 

"1  *  /  /  -  .  A  J 

... 

iiis  condition  continues  to  give  us  some  concern  as  he 
has  not  rax.xiea  from  the  first  stage  of  the  operation  as 
well  as  we  wouxo  wish,  though  nis  condition  is  not  critically 
serious.  I  am  afraic  it  is  Ooing  to  be  a  xong  pull. 


7ith  kindest  regards. 
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Mott,  Chairman 
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November  ^t  L944 


Mr.  Cleveland  E.  bodge 
40  Wail  Street 
New  York,  5,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Cleve: 

I:;  behalf  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Speer,  may  I  acknowledge 
your  much  appreciated  letter  which  Mrs.  Speer  has  just 
turned  over  to  me.  She  is  with  Dr.  Speer  all  the  time. 

As;  I  am  trying  to  get  up  there  about  twice  a  week. 

1*1  S VS  110'  ’v:.  . 

You  can  imagine  what  an  unfamiliar  and  trying  ex¬ 
perience  it  i  for  Dr.  Speer  to  be  laid  up  in  bed  for  the 
first  time  in  about  50  years.  But  he  has  been  a  very  good 
patient. 


Bio  conuition  continues  to  give  us  some  concern  us  he 
has  not  rallied  from  the  first  stage  of  the  operation  us 
well  as  we  would  wish  ,  though  nie  condition  is  not  critically 
serious.  I  am  afraid  it  is  going  to  be  a  long  pull. 


With  kindest  regards, 


Sincerely, 
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CLEVELAND  E.  DODGE 
40  WALL  STREET 
NEW  YORK  5,  N.  Y. 


October  31,  1944 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 


May  I  add  a  personal  line  to  go 
with  this  letter  from  the  Near  East  Relief. 
We  missed  you  especially  at  the  dinner  the 
other  night,  when  all  of  your  friends  there 
asked  aoout  you.  I  am  sorry  to  learn  from 
George  Scott  that  you  have  not  been  well, 
but  hope  that  you  will  soon  be  greatly  im¬ 
proved. 


With  warmest  personal  regards. 


very  sincerely  yours. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
New  York  City. 


prvr4i«u'  i:ui 
l#vflbc*  fait  'A 

JMdMn  w,  u.t-» 


November  9,  1914 


Rev.  Frank  L.  Gcsnell 
Second  Presbyterian  Church 
Will  in  r,  Street 
Auburn,  New  fork 

Dear  Dr.  Gosnell: 


Mrs.  Sneer  has  turned  over  to  me  a  number  of  the  xetters 
to  Dr  Speer  -  and  arcnz  them  your  much  appreciated  letter 
of  r.  tfW.yp  hm. 

Dr.  Speer's  condition  has  boon  giving  us  some  concern  as  he 
has  not  rallied  as  well  from  the  first  stage  of  his  operation  as 
we  would  hope,  though  .it  is  hot  at  all  uncommon  for  patients  tc 
o  through  this  stage  ana  then  pick  up  successfully  later.  His 
condition  is  net  critically  stri-us.  But  we  will  be  glad  when 
he  begins  to  pick  up  strength  again. 

Under  the  circumstances,  I  am  afraid  lie  wilx  have  to  give 
the  sane  answer  to  -,ii  inquiries  as  to  future  engagements  —  they 
will  have  to  be  tabled  for  tee  present  —  much  as  he  would  regret 

to  have  to  reoly  in  this  way. 
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ANNIE  WILLIAMSON 
SECRETARY 


&rnmb  Presbyterian  Qlljurrl? 

militant  Street 

Auburn,  iNem  lurk 


r  - 


October  31,  1944 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
156  Fifth  Ave 
Hew  York  10,  N.  Y. 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Mr.  and  Mrs  Edwin  F.  Metcalf  of  Auburn  are  giving  to  the  , 
terian  Churoh  a  beautiful  little  ohapel  for  private  devotions  and  small 
worship  services,  weddings,  funerals,  baptisms.  The  chapel  is  small, 
will  told  only  about  50  people  and  has  been  built  inside  our  present 
..-.j,-  vu+.  4-f  ig  a  little  gem  of  architecture  planned  by  Mr.  pollens 
of1  Bos  ton  the  ^architect  ^ho  planned  Dr.  Fosdick-s  Riverside  Churoh. 
It  will  be  completed  sometime  after  the  first  of  the  year  an  p  ■-> 
beautify  our  church  hallway  to  harmonize  with  the  beauty  of  the  ne 
chapel  may  prolong  the  construction  for  several  months  longer. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Metcalf  spend  their  winters  at  Fort  Lauderdale,  ^rida, 

where  they  tell  me  you  spoke  at  a  church  d9dic^1°\r9C0ir$1X*  ‘  ,,  f  ,f 

planning  the  dedication  of  the  chapel  in  fey  after  Mr.  and  i^rs.  Metcalf 

return  to  Auburn,  and  at  their  request,  I  am  writing  o  asce 
you  would  be  willing  to  come  to  Auburn  sometimein  fey  and  speak  a  he 
dedication  of  the  chapel.  We  are  planning  to  have  a  public  addr 
system  so  that  a  large  number  of  people  can  be  accommodated  ^  nearby 
rooms  and  hear  what  is  said  at  the  time  of  the  dedicatxon.  I  thi 
tli at  we  could  arrange  a  date  to  suit  your  convenience  ana  wi  aiC 
care  of  whatever  honorarium  or  expenses  will  be  involved. 

I  hope  very  much  that  you  can  accept  our  invitation. 

Sincerely  yours 

Frank  L.  Gosnell 
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November  1st,  1944 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Harkness  Pavilion 
Presbyterian  Hospital 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 


At  the  request  of  the  committee  planning 


for  our  Westminster  Spiritual  Advance,  I  am  writing 
to  assure  you  of  our  disappointment  in  your  being 
unable  to  lead  us  in  this  week  of  spiritual  uplift, 
but,  at  the  same  time,  we  want  you  to  know  that  our 
prayers  for  your  speedy  and  complete  recovery  are 
with  you  constantly,  and  we  are  sure  that  , in.  these 
days  when  you  are  unable  to  follow  your  program  as 
planned  there  will  come  time  for  reflections  that 
may  ultimately  prove  enriching. 


We  are  sure  you  will  keep  us  in  your 


thinking,  but  please  do  not  be  concerned,  for  one 
of  our  chief  interests  will  be  a  complete  restoration 
to  your  place  of  leadership  in  the  church. 


With  kindest  regards,  I  am 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


frfch  oUb  l 


Chairman 
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Edwin  M.Bulkley 


Twenty-five  Broad  Street 
New  York  4,  N.Y. 


November  2,  1944. 


My  dear  Emma; 


In  spirit  you  must  know  me  to  be  ever  present 


with  you,  but  not  an  hour  passes  without  my  wishing  I  knew  more,  and 
could  do  more,  rather  than  nothing  as  it  seems  at  present. 


I  telephoned  to  Beth  last  evening,  after 


her  visit  with  you,  in  order  to  get  the  latest  word;  and  Lucy  is  again 
with  you  this  morning,  I  hope,  for  a  little. 

Among  other  things  you  must  not  allow  your¬ 
self  to  be  overtaxed  by  callers,  correspondence,  or  what-not. 

Please  simply  think  of  me  as  upon  the 
telephone  at  any  time  ready  and  willing  to  do  to  the  utmost  of  ability 
in  any  direction. 

Consideration  for  your  dear  self  will  keep 
me  from  telephoning  unless  there  be  special  reason. 

It  troubles  one’s  heart  that  dear  Rob  must 
necessarily  pass  through  so  much  which  is  painful,  but  the  happy  reward 
will  be  had  in  time. 


Ever  in  de — J'~  “ 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
New  York,  N.Y. 


New  York 


Dictated  but  not  read. 
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Rev.  Raymond  C.  walker 
Market  Square  Presbyterian  Church 
Harrisburg,  Penna. 

Dear  Dr.  Walker; 

In  behalf  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Speer,  may  I  acknowledge 
your  much  appreciated  letter  which  Mrs.  Speer  has  just 
turneo  over  to  me.  She  is  with  Dr.  Speer  all  the  time. 

And  I  a7"  trying  to  get  uo  there  about  twice  a  week. 

iou  can  imagine  what  mi  unfamiliar  and  trying  ex¬ 
perience  it  is  for  Dr.  Speer  to  be  laid  up  in  bed  for  the 
first  time  in  about  50  years.  But  he  has  been  s  very  good 

patient,.,^  ^  ^ 

His  contrition  continues  to  give  us  some  concern  as  he 
has  not  rallied  from  the  first  sta;..e  of  the  c ^ration  as 
well  as  we  would  wish,  though  his  condition  is  not  critical 
serious.  I  an  a f rain  it  is  going  to  be  a  long  puli. 


"-C5?  i 


With  kindest  regards,  »■■ 
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November  9,  1944 


Dr.  Wiixi&m  H.  Fouik.es 
94  South  Munn  Avenue 
East  Orange,  A .  J. 

Dear  Dr.  Foulkes: 

In  behali  oi  Dr.  anci  ¥.rs.  Speer,  may  I  acknowledge 
your  much  appreciated  letter  which  Mrs.  Speer  has  Just 
turned  over  to  uie.  Sue  is  with  Dr.  Speer  all  the  time. 

And  I  am  trying  to  get  u  there  about  twice  a  week:. 

lou  can  imagine  what  an  unfamiliar  and  trying  ex¬ 
perience  it  is  tor  Dr.  Speer  to  be  iaid  up  in  bee  for  the 
first  time  in  about  50  years.  But  he  has  been  s  very  good 
patient. 

His  condition  continues  to  give  us  some  concern  as  he 
has  not  rallied  from  the  first  stage  of  his  operation  as 
well  as  we  wouiu  wish,  though  ids  condition  is  not  critically 
Serious.  I  am  afraid  it  is  froing  to  be  a  long  puli. 

With  linuest  regards. 


Sincerely 
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November  9,  1944 


Rev.  C.  Ralston  Smith 

Pine  Street  Presbyterian  Church 
Third  Street  at  Pine 

Harrisburg,  Penns. 

hi”  v  no pe  that  this  letter 

My  dear  pr.  Smith:  "  ;;  ^ai " 

-  -  ar:.v-  iseful  life*  I  hope 

Mrs.  Speer  hfi$  turned  over  to  me  e  number  of  the  letters 
to  Dr.  Speer  —  and  among  tner.  your  much  appreciated  letter 

of  a  few  days  ago. 

'i  *?:,  thi”  iKf  this  week  we  dia~ 

Dr.  Speer' 3  condition  has  been  giving  us  some  concern  as  he 

has  not  rallied  a?  ’Tell  from  t  he  first  stage  of  his  operation  as 

*e  wouid  hope,  though  it  is  not  at  ali  uncommon  for  patients  tc 

go  t nr  ugh  tile  stage  and  then  pick  up  successfully  later.  His 

condition  is  not  critically  serious.  But  we  will  be  glad  when 

he  begins  to  pick  ui  strength  again. 

* 

•i  •  ■,  k 

Unuer  the  circumstances,  I  am  afraid  he  *iii  have  to  give 
the  same  answer  to  all  inquiries  as  to  future  engagements  —  they 
*111  h'-ve  to  be  tabled  for  the  present  —  much  as  ue  would  regret 
to  have  to  reply  in  tnis  way. 

“  U:-  proup  of  people  end  ue 

With  kird  est  regai’ds, 

,v;  ir  anc  we  cope  you  uca 

Sincerely, 

lours  sincerely, 

.  .  x  A  *  .. 
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PINE  STREET  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

Third  Street  at  Pine 


Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania 


Dr*  Hobert  E*  Spear 
Lakeville,  Connecticut 


November  4,  1944 

\ 


Dear  Dr.  Spear: 


,,e  heard  this  week  that  you  were  not  well 
and  that  you  were  to  be  confined  to  the  hos¬ 
pital  for  a  time.  We  hope  that  this  letter 
will  find  you  much  improved  and  fit  to  again 
take  up  your  busy  and  useful  life.  I  hope 
your  illness  had  no  direction  connection  with 
your  visit  to  Carlisle  Presbytery. 


At  our  Session  meeting  this  week  we  dis¬ 
cussed  the  possibility  of  your  coming  for  a 
™ek  s  meeting  in  the  Spring  and  I  am  writing 
to  inquire  whether  your  schedule  would  permit 
an  engagement  for  a  period  of  a  week  including 
vo  undays,  immediately  following  Easter.  I 

Wl  ,?lad  to  hear  from  y°u  concerning  the 
possibility  of  such  an  arrangement  and  also 
to  learn  any  details  you  would  like  by  way 
of  honorarium  and  preparation  of  the  congre¬ 
gation,  etc. 


We  have  an  earnest  group  of  people  and  we 
beiieve  that  they  will  hear  you  with  real 
prolit  to  their  souls  and  we  hope  you  can 
plan  to  be  here. 


Yours  sincerely. 


. 
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November  3,  1944 

,  «  X...£*  'X\. 

Dr,  John  W.  Wood 
401  W.  ^Cth  Street 
Sew  York,  11,  N.  I. 

Dear  Dr.  Wood: 

•  /  •  y  w 

In  behalf  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Speer,  may  I  acknowledge 
your  much  appreciated  letter  which.  Mrs.  Speer  has  just 
turned  over  to  me.  She  is  with  Dr.  Speer  axr  the  time. 

Ano  I  am  trying  to  get  up  there  about  twice  a  week. 

'•  >  •  (  >  u  -  ,  ' ;  ,  + 

’iou  can  imagine  what  an  unfamiliar  and  trying  ex¬ 
perience  it  is  for  Dr.  Speer  to  be  laid  up  in  bed  for  the 
first  time  in  about  I>0  years.  But  he  has  been  a  very  good 
patient. 

his  condition  continues  tc  give  us  some  concern  as  he 
has  not  rallied  1 rom  the  first  stage  of  his  operation  as 
well  as  we  would  wish,  t tough  his  condition  is  not  critically 
serious.  I  am  at raid  it  is  going  to  be  a  long  pull. 

With  kindest  regards. 

Sincerely , 


iMD/k 
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Edwin  M.Bulkley 


Twenty-five  Broajd  Street 
New  York  4,N.Y. 


November  6,  1944. 


My  dear  Emma; 


The  first  act  of  the  morning  I  would  have 


with  thought  of  loved  friends  of  old  -  you  and  Rob.  The  small 
enclosure,  in  the  light  of  all,  is  with  infinite  love  and  in  the 
hope  that  it  will  minister  in  some  tender  ways  to  the  comfort  of 


Rtb  . 


There  are  so  many  things  to  be  thought  of 


and  done  by  you,  and  I  can  only  hope  to  share  in  the  ministry  from 
time  to  time,  which  you  certainly  will  not  deny  me. 

There  is  scarcely  a  waking  hour  that 
Rob  and  you  are  not  in  mind. 

No  definite  word  has  been  had  since 
Friday,  but  I  am  sure  that  each  day  will  count  in  favor  of  the 
friend,  beloved  of  old,  although  by  painful  process. 


Please  wholly  disregard  the  check,  save 


as  it  may  be  helpful  in  little  ways  and  emphasize  the  love  which  is 
unfailing. 


Ever  in  devo+.i  on 


Dictated  but  not  read. 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
New  York,  N.Y. 
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Dr*  Ralph  A.  TJaggoner 
1122  ?r.  7th  Street 
Sedalia,  Missouri 


November  29  #  1944 
(Diet#  tfov.  28) 
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y  dear  Dr.  Waggoner: 


I  am  not  sure  whether  you  have  heard  of  Mr# 
Speer’s  illness#  But  lie  has  been  up  hero  at  tho 
adicol  Center  for  sone  weeks.  And  Mrs#  Speer  has 
turned  over  to  me  your  much  appreciated  note  with 
its  remembrances  of  his  visits  in  the  Synod  of 
Missouri. 


rn 


v-  ^  X  H5.  '**5  ■ 

After  a  rather  hard  pull*  Ur.  Speer  1ms  been 
recovering  well  from  the  first  stage  of  an  operation* 
and  is  expecting  vo  go  home  to  Lakeville  tliis  Friday. 
After  a  period  of  weeks*  he  will  be  coming  back  lor 
the  second  stage  of  tho  operation  for  which  the  pros¬ 
pects  now  seen  to  be  irood. 


It  is  the  first  time  in  some  fifty  years  that  Mr. 
Speer  has  every  been  laid  low  by  any  form  of  illness. 
And  you  can  i-agine  how  much  concern  there  has  been 
for  him  and  Mrs.  Speer.  V-e  ore  p^ad  that  we  can  now 
tell  the  many  friends  that  the  word  now  is  encouraging. 


Sinoerely* 
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Novenber  29,  1944 
(Diot.  Nov-  28) 


Dr-  Charles  h-  Brdsin 
20  Library  Ptlco 
Princeton,  liew  Jersey 

Sly  dear  Dr-  Brdxaant 


\f,  Speer.  I  if./ 

.  ;]  -•  restored  1 


V 
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■  iflxmii  i  his  rork  \ 

lira-  Speer  has  turned  over  to  me  a  nunber  of  pood 
letters  from  friends  which  have  cone  to  then  durinr 
these  days,  and  anon*  them  your  much  appreciated  note- 

You  will  be  glad  to  know  that  Mr-  Speer  is  im~ 
proving  steadily.  They  are  expecting  to  let  him  Jo 
bone  to  Lakeville,  Connecticut,  this  Friday  for  a  period 
of  weeks,  and  then  to  cone  back  for  the  second  stage  of 
the  operation.  He  has  come  up  so  well  from  his  serious 
condition  of  two  or  throe  weeks  ago  that  the  prospects 

tfir.y  people,  Yfr-an 
*  tall  do  tfej  *  t'X'-d 

■ 

Sincerely, 


look  much  better  for  this  coming  operation. 
With  warm  regards. 


to  anjwdr  t leaf 
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ou  in  y  ".;r  to* hi  ;h  regard  ..or  Dr.  fenry  sl’ban 
»  wciali  agree  with  nira  /bout  all "of  I  .  s  idea- 

. ,  yet  I  know  how  freatly  he  hr s  l /an.  us ..  •  in  the 
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„  It  rculd  be  impossible  for  re  bo  do  'his* 

eoer.tly  I  here  !■  in  spea-cir  be  audiences  ate  .  .. 

.  >!.>1  acc  or  din?  bo  John-  I  /as  lad  tc  fcs  ve  yov 
;»f  f;e.  The  ac  .ti  parable  of  Jo  a- * f. ,  &3  he  washo  • 

-  in  the  onlv  true  solution  of  th>;  pr obi -mis  of  the 

i 

■  >t  how  oft  or.  do  iyc  fail  to  ••  -  aw  the  .  spirit. 

•.•s.-  me.d*  a  reference  to  a  clarifying  statement  of 
•  n  know  that,  ye  ere  my  disciples,  if  ye  ham  .eve 
ill  ever  learn  the  ol  ace  and  the  poyer  of  love. 
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Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States 

Christian  Higher  Education  and  Ministerial  Relief 
Wade  H.  Boggs,  Secretary 

410  Urban  Building  Wm.  H.  HoPPER 

NRY  H.  Sweets  Louisville  2,  Ky.  Treasurer 

Consultant 

November  10,  1944 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
The  Harkness  pavilion 
Medical  Centre 
New  York,  N.  Y» 

Rear  Mrs.  Speer: 

I  am  very  sorry  to  learn  of  the  illness  of  Dr.  Speer.  I  am 
earnestly  and  constantly  praying  that  he  soon  may  be  entirely  restored  to 
health  and  strength. 

I  came  to  know  Dr.  Speer  when  he  was  just  beginning  his  work 
in  the  colleges  and  while  I  was  a  college  student.  No  influence  that  has 
come  into  my  life  since  I  left  my  home  has  been  more  potent  and  constantly 
helpful  than  his  messages  and  his  spirit  and  life. 

I  remember  very  distinctly  when  those  awful  attacks  were  made 
on  him  in  a  paper  that  was  so  outrageously  called  "Christianity  Today."  I 
do  not  think  I  ever  felt  more  indignation  than  arose  in  my  heart  at  that 
time. 


I  simply  do  not  know  what  is  the  best  attitude  to  take  toward 
these  men.  What  they  say  is  founded  chiefly  on  ignorance  and  prejudice 
and  yet  they  are  getting  some  of  the^r  messages  over  to  many  people,  'When 
it  is  possible  for  Dr.  Speer  to  read  the  letter  I  hope  he  will  do  this  and 
let  me  hear  from  him.  I  am  making  a  careful  study  of  some  of  the  angles  of 
this  matter  and  I  have  not  fully  decided  whether  it  is  best  to  answer  these 
men  at  this  time  or  not. 

I  concur  With  you  in  your  very  high  regard  for  Dr.  Henry  Sloan 
Coffin.  I  am  not  sure  that  I  would  agree  with  him  about  all  of  his  ideas 
with  regard  to  the  Bible  and  yet  I  knowr  how  greatly  he  has  been  used  in  the 
work  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  I  have  the  highest  respect  for  him.  Certainly 
vie  cannot  all  think  alike.  It  would  be  impossible  for  us  to  do  this. 

So  many  times  recently  I  have  been  speaking  to  audiences  about 
the  13th  Chapter  of  the  Gospel  According  to  John.  I  was  glad  to  have  you 
refer  to  this  wonderful  message.  The  acted  parable  of  Jesus,  as  he  washed 
the  disciple’s  feet,  points  to  the  only  true  solution  of  the  problems  of  the 
world  and  of  the  Church  and  yet  how  often  do  we  fail  to  show  that  spirit. 

I  think  you  have  made  a  reference  to  a  clarifying  statement  of 
Jesus;  "By  this  shall  all  men  knowr  that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if  ye  have  love 
one  to  another."  "When  will  we  ever  learn  the  place  and  the  pow/er  of  love. 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
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November  10,  1944 


I  love  your  husband  most  sincerely  and  feel  the  deepest  gratitude 
to  him.  I  wish  so  much  I  could  see  him  when  he  is  restored  to  health  and  have 
a  long  talk  with  him. 

With  kindest  regards,  I  am 

Your  sincere  friend. 
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Mr*  John  Timothy  Stone 
2350  Ni  Lincoln  Porkway 
Chicppro,  Illinois 


November  29,  1944 
(Diet*  Hov*  28) 

‘  ■*#■<“  b.7  ayanfly  ?,  -It  tar-in*  * 
rod  23  rd  a  ft  re  at 
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Vv  denr  Mr.  Stone: 


.•sto-A  23  rd  e treat »  tent  jwr* 

*****  he  wrst  overrated  on  foi 
ass  writing  to  you  to  .rtj  rose  the  bore  tlr;  r  In 
.cftory  progress  and  that  soon  be  wil ,  have  fuil  / 
or  constant  watchfulness  be  rewarded  by  a  ete«  dy 


beloved  has  baud’  a  eond  lion,  k  host  of  hi-  frier*- 


Mrs.  Speer  has  turned  over  to  m  a  number  of  good 
letters  from  friends  which  h*»vo  oone  to  tl*m  during 
these  days,  and  among  them  your  much  appreolnted  note. 

You  will  be  glad  to  know  that  Mr.  Speer  is  in— 
oroving  staadily.  Tivey  are  expecting  to  let  him  go 
hoaa  to  Lakeville,  Corine oti out,  this  Friday  for  a  period 
of  weeks,  and  then  to  oonw  back  for  the  second  stage  of 
the  operation.  He  has  oorae  up  so  woll  from  his  serious 
rendition  of  two  or  three  weeks  ago  that  tlw  prospects 
look  nuch  better  for  this  coming  operation. 

-  v  from  Princeton  in  1S0C  to  the  Horthfield  c  wit. 

Sincerely, 

••  t  Presbyterian  Church,  Altoona,  Pa* ,  •  fre^ie?  : 

>  cooks  and  from  notes  I  had  taken  of  Mg  a&dre r  •  en 
voice  was  like  the  voice,  of  the  prophets  of  oM. 

*  and  it  never  fails  of  accompli shiog  good.  'i  pw»  r* 

li  y-‘  ■  .*•]•  i  doesn’t  who  has  hear  privileged  to  fit  ii'l 
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3  convincingly  proclaimed?  ilay  our  &?a retC.y  fath  r-> 
re  present  disability  for  service  sure  the  srjqyra*.  ft  f 
.  a  to  come.  Please  tell  .ain  when  yba  lean  it  ifie-  to 

•  '  M.l r.,a  of  hi©  and  remembering  him  in  •  y  prayers  rr 
••••••  in  the  Scriptures  so  remarkably  set  .for- to  ir  e^noei  f..o 

th"  f  vine  at  or  JJgoi  osteal  Institute  last  July . m 
•ffecrivencss,  ja  most  exce  llent  c  .••aftiriLuvion  ta  tbs  « 

•  aof  address  o*. 
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on  the  true  way  of  life. 


ru.  ?■-  r 


ani 


wi-  h  o  ray  err 


at  »i 


■a 'v.  r 


•  •  •  \ 


5?  1 


,Oii  'xan-V.mvoH 
[on  ,<  :  ,-^i}ji) 


l\ 


©fro^o  r,tto  riV  t.uiol  *  i  i 
VCTYV-f a<?  rtfonvi.S  .H  035£ 
•  iorfflT  tO^AolrfO 

•  *x";  tBofc  yv 

*k-  *S0dtsxrzt  a  on  otf  rtuvo  borncx/.*  carl  i»;qfc  ,i,-.  ' 
ji£rJrizfh  ffsoi'it  Ow  3goo  o^ad  dol/fw  Bb/to.b'i'X  cx-*t^L  ciodctoX 
*  ;  .rtr^:r  mi/ov  .  <H*  ^••..•rto  ^.14  , .-.v#.{. 

:I:  oJ  to«y»2  «*!!  S&rV  war.::?  orf  e<J  I£.iw  col 

mxii  *»X  otf  jirfd  o  y  k»  tna  •  ,:7o*/' 

)J.  "J  v-  a  «so  1  x*bi**H  8ir(t  ^rojtfowrmoO  *®£i'*vo:foJ  oi  ©.corf 
lo  bnocoR  ox»  rroX  jfo.otf  wioe  or  :x©rf*  fciui  ,  'ic> 

-s&oufrcftq  $ari&  05j.!~  s'ieow  ©tnrftf  *io  <mrf-  lo  noid-ibnon 
*not&srtuqcj  yiiinoo  e  ir»  «xol  Wcted  riox/rs  tool 

^XXonooniS 


TWad-  il 


3-3,  £~6  yi PCM .  OL^q 

<J¥  % 


oN  league  club 

,F  CHICAGO  ^UOY/  C  <//  ^  ^ 


ZAl  ,  JLek  7£tpC<.  /C 

A-*/f 


7  2^- 


JL^c  *y^~-  j  /t^o^ 

^X.  >c^r^4.  >*-<-*+  c^ 

J -  X  /7  /I  iTT^  -  -  " 


INCORPORATED  1890 


))*GAN1Zed 


vvalter 


LOWRIE  WHALLON, 

President 


D.D. 


M 


JOSEPH  TWOMEY.  D.D..  LL.D. 

GEORGES.  VOGEL.  D.D. 

JOHN  Y.  BROEK.  D.D. 

JOHN  J.HIEMENGA.  B.D. 

ANDREW  R.  BIRD,  D.D. 

Vice  Presidents 


BOARD  of  MANAGERS 

GEORGE  W.  ARMS,  D.D. 

REV.  LANE  BARTON 
ALBERT  D.  BETTS,  D.D. 

ANDREW  R.  BIRD,  D.D. 

JOHN  S.  BONNELL,  D.D. 
HARRY  L.  BOWLBY,  D.D. 

JOHN  Y.  BROEK,  D.D. 

DAVID  D.  BURRELL,  D.D. 

ROBERT  F  CAMPBELL,  D.D. 
CHESTER  M.  DAVIS,  D.D. 
GEORGE  E.  DAWKINS,  D.D. 

REV.  JOHN  H.  EGNER 
BENJAMIN  F.  FARBER,  D.D. 

DR.  W.  D.  FITZWATER 
WM.  ALBERT  HARBISON 
REV.  JOHN  J.  HIEMENGA,  B.D. 
BISHOP  HOWARD  D.  HIGGINS 
WILLIAM  E.  LAMPE,  D.D. 

IRA  W.  LANGSTON,  B.D. 
RAYMOND  I.  LINDQUIST,  D.D. 
WALTER  McCARROLL,  D.D. 

REV.  FRANK  S.  MEAD,  B.D. 

C.  OLIVER  MOORE,  Esq. 

MINOT  C.  MORGAN,  D.D. 
FRANCIS  W.  O'BRIEN,  D.D. 
NORMAN  V.  PEALE,  D.D. 

ELMER  E.  PEARCE,  D.D. 

REV.  ROY  SCHREINER 
JOSEPH  R.  SIZOO,  D.D. 

HENRY  SMITH,  Esq. 

EUGENE  E.  THOMPSON 
GEORGE  M.  THOMSON,  Esq. 

William  l.  tucker,  d.d. 

M.  JOSEPH  TWOMEY,  D.D. 
GEORGE  G.  VOGEL,  D.D. 

Walter  l.  whallon,  d.d. 


Unri  a  lag  Alltanre 

tijp 

States 

INTER-DENOMINATIONAL 

156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  lO,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Harkness  Pavilion 
Presbyterian  Hospital 
620  W  168th  street 
New  York  City 

Dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

I  was  today  informed  by  Sydney  E.  Huthhins,  the 
popular  policeman  at  Fifth  Avenue  and  23rd  street,  that  Dr.  Speer 
is  in  the  Presbyterian  Hospital  where  he  was  operated  on  for  prostate 
glandular  ailment.  I  am  writing  to  you  to  express  the  hope  that  he 
is  making  satisfactoiy  progress  and  that  soon  he  will  have  fully 
recovered.  May  your  constant  watchfulness  be  rewarded  by  a  steady 
improvement  in  your  beloved  husband’s  condition.  A  host  of  his  friends 
who  come  to  know  of  his  confinement  at  the  hospital  will  be  thinking 
of  him  and  remembering  him  in  their  prayers.  And  may  God  give  you 
strength  sufficient  unto  your  attention  and  service  in  your  ministry 
of  comfort  and  affection  to  one  of  God’s  noblest  of  Christian  men. 

It  is  in  my  heart  to  say  that  very  few  are  the  persons 
who  have  influenced  and  blessed  my  life,  as  has  Dr.  Speer.  How  memorable 
are  those  Princeton  University  undergraduate  days  of  mine  1897-1901 
and  Princeton  Theological  Seminary  days,  1901-1904,  when  it  was  my 
privilege  to  hear  the  mind  and  heart  stirring  messages  that  Dr,  Speer 
delivered  at  the  University  and  inthe  Seminary.  I  was  one  of  the  40 
delegates  that  went  from  Princeton  in  1900  to  the  North.fi eld  convention. 
What  a  remarkable  impression  Dr.  Speer  made  upon  us  all.  During  my  pas¬ 
torate  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Altoona,  Pa.  »  I  frequently 
quoted  from  his  books  and  from  notes  I  had  taken  of  his  addresses  at 
Princeton.  His  voice  was  like  the  voice  of  the  prophets  of  old.  He  air¬ 
ways  has  a  message  and  it  never  fails  of  accompli shing  good,  I  owe  so 
much  to  him:  and  who  doesn’t  who  has  been  privileged  to  sit  at  his  feet 
or  from  a  place  further  removed  to  listen  to  the  profound  truths  he 
so  cleanly  and  convincingly  proclaimed?  May  our  Heavenly  Father  raise 
him  up  from  this  present  disability  for  service  and  the  enjoyment  of 
health  for  years  to  come.  Please  tell  him  when  you  deem  it  wise  to  do 
so  that  I  am  thinking  of  him  and  remembering  him  in  my  prayers:  that 
his  researches  in  the  Scriptures  so  remarkably  set  forth  in  expositions 
of  the  Word  at  the  PrincetonJTjoeological  Institute  last  July 
high  mark  of  effectiveness,  a  most  excellent  contribution  to  that  ser¬ 
ies  of  lectures  and  addresses. 

God  be  praised  for  so  learned,  so  consecrated  a  leader 
of  Christian  life  and  action,  so  great  a  Christian  statesman,  so  success1 
ful  a  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  so  true  and  loyal  a 
servant  of  Jesus  Christ.  How  this  present  troubled  and  confused  world 
needs  him  and  his  messages  on  the  true  way.  of  life. 

Sincerely  and  with  prayerful  interest  for  you, 


HARRY  L.  BOWLBY,  D.D. 
General  Secretary 

GEORGE  M.  THOMSON 
Treasurer 

HENRY  SMITH,  Esq. 
Counsel 


Telephone  WAtkins  9-0739 


November  11,  1944 
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(Diet.  Nov#  28) 


/ex-  c/  \s’  £ 


K ev.  Border  Bowman 
20  Mercer  Street 
Prinoeton,  Now  Jersey 

Dear  Mr#  Berman: 


i  jt-  / 


la 


KJ 


-&sv 


'M. .  & 


,+~  x  Jf  t*- 

In  behalf  of  Dr#  and  Mrs#  Speer  tmy  I  acknowl¬ 
edge  your  much  appreciated  letter  and  Rive  you  the 
latest  word  on  his  progress. 

.  ♦  r-  -  ,  c \MAJtsr  1 A 

i-  /  x 

Hiai  is  inproving  steadily.  They  are  expecting 
to  let  hin  go  hone  to  Lakeville,  Connecticut,  this 
Friday  for  a  period  of  weeks,  and  then  to  come  back 
for  the  second  stage  of  the  operation#  no  has  cone 
up  so  well  from  his  serious  condition  of  two  or  three 
weeks  ago  tliat  tlie  prospects  look  uuch  better  for 


this  coming  operation# 
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-•  ‘  ■ ;  j  ■  .  :  ?).  v  :  ?  ■  :  > 


Dr*  Arthur  J.  Brown 
1235  Park  Avenue 


*  f  i lln 


Hew  York,  hew  York 
Dear  Dr*  Brorm: 


hospital.  I  had  heard  rvuhrs 
li  oat  did  not  ■'  .o?  that  j  * 
ci  in  th c  i.aids  of  the  surgeons* 


ill  remember  that  three  or  four 

You  will  be  glad  to  lenm  that  the  report  received 
this  morning  frora  the  Presbyterian  Hospital  concerning 
Dr.  Speer’s  progress  is  encouraging.  Dr.  Speer  has 
boon  able  to  sit  up  in  a  chair  twice  u  day  for  the  past 
few  days  and  he  is  definitely  better,  and  is  reported 

to  be  cheerful. 

’ 

It  is  likely,  however,  that  his  stay  in  the  hospi¬ 
tal  will  Slave  to  be  prolonged  for  two  or  three  woks 
more.  You  will  be  informed  again  next  week  unless  there 


is  some  change  for  the  worse. 

, 

.ve  been 

{so  much 

...  ,  ,  .  « 

With  kind  regards. 

ret;.  rlii£ 

s  r  ■  ti  r- 

'  •  ■  . \  »  t:  "s 

Li  • j  >  i  «'•-* 

Tours 

'■  *  t' v ■*  *-.y  **  •  * 

sincerely. 
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Ro’>ert  H.  H*  Goheen,  M.  D. 
for  E.  M.  Dodd 
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THE  SHADY  SIDE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

Amberson  Avenue  and  Westminster  Place 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 


[UgH  THOMSON  KHRR 

iaRold  ALDEN  dalzell 

JOHN  L.  BATES 


November  13,  1944 


My  dear  Robert: 

Yesterday  Mrs.  Roys  was  in  church.with 
Mrs.  Hamilton  and  sne  told  me  of  your  illness  and 
that  you  were  in  the  hospital.  1  had  heard  rumors 
that  you  were  not  well  but  did  not  know  that  you 
were  on  your  back  and  in  tne  hands  of  the  surgeons. 


perhaps  you  will  remember  that  three  or  four 
ye^rs  aeo  I  had  the  operation  which  you  are  now^ 
contemplating  and  while  it  was  a  di stressi ng  and 
agonizing  experience,  nevertheless  it  has  renewed 
my  life  and  put  new  hope  in  me.  It  ought  to  do  the 
same  for  you  even  though  there  is  some  concern  and 
anxiety  and,  as  1  say,  agony  connected  with  it, 
but  it  is  a  rather  safe  operation  now  ana  tne  medical 
profession  has  it  well  in  hand.  . 


You  will  feel  aggrieved  that  you  will  have  to 
cancel  the  many  engagements  which  you  have,  and  I 
have  rejoiced  in  the  fact  tnat  you  have  been  so  muc 
in  demand  and  so  greatly  used  of  God  in  these  retir¬ 
ing  years  of  your  life.  This  whole  retiring  business 
is  a  difficult  and  sometimes  unjust _ arrangement , 
but  here  1  am  moving  on  into  my  retirement  which 
must  take  place  this  coming  year.  What  a  marvelous 
sale  your  little  book  "Day  by  Day"  has  had  and  how 
greatly  it  has  helped  many,  many  people. 


1  hope  Mrs.  bpeer  and  the  children  are  well, 
and  that  1  may  hear  of  your  well-oeing  and  your  we 
doing. 


Mrs.  Kerr  joins  in  sending  our  love 
wishes  for  a  happy  recovery. 

Very  sin 


ind  best 


Dr.  Robert  E.  bpeer 
"Rockledge" 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 


JUNIATA  COLLEGE 

HUNTINGDON,  PA. 


PRESIDENT 


November  14,  1944 


The  Rev.  Robert  E.  Speer,  D.D. 

Columbia  Presbyterian  Medical  Center 
New  York  City 

Dear  Doctor  Speer: 

We  were  very  sorry  to  hear  of  your  illness  and  hope 
that  by  this  time  you  have  made  a  satisfactory  recovery. 

We  feel  a  special  concern  for  you  and  pray  that  you 
may  have  a  speedy  recovery.  We  remember  with  appreciation 
and  gratitude  your  kindness  and  the  marvelous  address 
which  you  delivered  at  Juniata  at  the  time  of  my  inaugura¬ 
tion. 

Your  many  friends  at  Juniata  join  me  in  extending 
to  you  our  very  best  wishes. 


Sincerely  yours 


Calvert  N.  Ellis 
President 


CNS/s 


. 


9  HAMILTON  AVENUE 
PRINCETON.  N.  J. 


November  15,  1944. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer  , 
Oolumbia-Presbyterien  Hospital, 
New  York  - 

Dear  Robert  : 


You  know  that  you  have  our 
love  end  our  prayers — with  the  prayers  of 
the  whole  church — for  your  speedy  and 

complete  recovery  • 

Faithfully  yours, 


4 


UJt. 


Guilford  C.  Babcock 

ROCK  AWAY 


November 

14 

1944 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I  see  by  the  papers  that  you  are  now  a  tempo¬ 
rary  resident  at  the  Presbyterian  Medical 
Center. 

I  hope  that  things  are  going  well  with  you  and 
that  you  will  soon  be  entirely  recovered  and 
able  to  resume  the  magnificent  work  that  you 
are  doing  for  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


Cordially  yours 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Harkness  Pavilion 

Columbia  Presbyterian  Medical  Center 
ISO  Ft.  Washington  Avenue 
New  York,  New  York 


ft 


The  Canadian  School  of  missions 

97  ST.  GEORGE  STREET 

Toronto  -  Canada 


_  H  ARNUP.  B.A..  D.D.. 

RE'/'  J£SSE  CHA.RMAN  OF  COUNCIL 

.,.rD  a.  DIXON.  M.A., 
REv.  LEO  cUTive  committee 

cHaibmam.  e* 


UOVELL  MURRAY. 


M.A.,  D.D.. 


REV.  HARRY  C.  PRIEST.  B.A.. 

SECRETARY 

HARVEY  F.  SKEY.  ESQ.. 

TREASURER 

EDWARD  R.  C.  DOBBS.  ESQ., 

ASSISTANT  TREASURER 


Dear  Robert, 

Mrs.  Murray  and  I  learned  with  sorrow  of  your 
illness  and  of  the  operation  which  was  found  necessary. 

John  Mott  has  just  informed  us  that  you  are  making  good 
progress  thus  far  and  that  there  is  no  ground  for  anxiety. 

We  want  you  to  know  that  you  are  much  in  our  thoughts  and 
prayers.  This  is  true  also  of  your  numerous  friends  here.  We 
hope  that  you  are  not  suffering  and  that  nothing  will  develop 
to  prevent  a  rapid  progress  to  your  full  health  and  vigor. 

John  came  here  to  start  on  a  series  of  visits  to 
Canadian  cities  to  the  East  as  far  as  Sherbrooke,  Quebec.  He 
returns  on  Tuesday  to  receive  an  LL«D.  degree  tnat  evening  from 
the  University  of  Toronto.  He  is  greatly  bucked  up  over  that  as 
he  has  no  Canadiah  degree  in  his  large  collection  and  also  because 
he  has  always  had  a  friendly  and  admiring  interest  in  this  University. 
How  I  would  rejoice  if  it  should  honour  itself  by  recognizing  your 
great  services  in  the  same  way. 

I  presume  Mrs.  Speer  is  with  you  a  good  deal.  My  wife 
and  I  send  our  love  and  good  wishes  to  you  both. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
Rockledge,  Lakeville, 
Conn.  U.S.A. 
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T  H  E  U  r-  *  I  C  H  U  R  C  H  O  -  CANA  O  A 


'.£  OF  IKE  "  >:NilRAL  COUNCIL 


\kn  •-*.  B.A  D.O. 


421  WESlEY  BlhLOtN 


OR 


TP 30#  ro  ?..B.  CkkAQA 


ov ember  17,  1944 


llovenber  27,  1944 


The  Right  Rov.  Jesse  H.  Arnup,  B.A*,  D.D. 

United  Church  of  Canada 
421  Wesley  Buildings 
Toronto  2-B,  Canada 

Denr  Dr.  Amups 

■  rs.  Robert  Speer  has  turned  over  to  rae  for  acknowl¬ 
edgement  a  number  of  letters  in  oonnection  with  Dr.  Speer’s 
illnoss.  And  among  thou  is  your  much  appreciated  letter. 

1  ar4  glad  to  be  able  to  report  to  you  that,  after  a 
seriously  low  period,  he  is  doing  quite  well,  ue  still  lias 
a  long  climb  alioad  of  hiu,  but  the  prospects  me  now  iaiii,y 
favorable  for  his  continued  recovery* 


tneir  heart?. 


I  hardly  need  to  tell  you  what  &  host  of  friends  have 
been  writing  and  inquiring. 

With  kindest  regards. 


BCDiEFT 


M‘i?i  %V$ 


-ii.CI  ««A*H  *qi«wA  Ji  >,  not*  .-•■'■{  nrfy 

ft&iwuiO  to  rfoni/dO  Wi  :t 
i&itbth  rf  yftlsftlf  IS* 
aban^t  tU-S  o^rtoiol 


iqiurxA  .*iG  toed 

•-  ivocD'as  tot  as-?,  od  two  £«rmtf  aarf  *x&a<  *?  **x#<faK 
;:  v-vV;  *<■  •■***  '<*-  /C-'t-;fiOo  .tf  o*uvJ*©'  to  >bj  r  a  .-•••  .. 
*'v"**v®'  ilt>Ui..  -suoy  v  r  v;not«.n  iMjt.  Xi; 


AM  i 
Hit  2 


■i'.iv’  •  «  trux  o;l  &*o<(iyi  a,r  o *<j  >j  ,•*  . 

*Ui’u  -Vfc  a^-^F  rViioij  ai  ,i>c-nrr;  t«*X  •Ifti/oitne 

won  a-w  aa  >aqeoTuj  «/».;  jws  ,/u,,  to  ^,va  mu;  I  u 

tyrnroosi  i>e*jnJUrrioo  aiii  nut  ©Irf«nov*t 


to  «  Jndn  <o;y  fio*  btou  yXbwn  I 

..l«iniup«ri  baa  ^ni^inw  iroad 


,obn*'Jo*r  ^rtthn^  K;  IIT 


nztaia 


The  United  Church  of  Canada 


right  Rev.  Jesse  H.  Arnup,  B.A.,  D.D. 
moderator 


OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  COUNCIL 


November  17,  1944. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
c/o  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City. 


421  WESLEY  BUILDINGS 
TORONTO  2-B,  CANADA 


Dear  Dr.  Speer:- 

Word  came  to  me  that  he  whom  the  Lord  loveth  is  sick 
and  this  note  is  to  express  my  sincere  sympathy  and  my  earnest 


hope  that  you  will  soon  be  restored  to  health  and  comfort. 

You  are  one  of  the  best  loved  men  in  America  and  all  your  many 


friends  will  be  carrying  you  on  their  hearts  and  looking  for 
news  of  your  progress. 


JHA/S. 


vv i;,UAM  H'.'CLTON  H A M N  U  V 
3S  PARSWOOO  AVENUE 
CCtUMSU  5  3  OHIO 


,  v\ 


/  5?  ■i^J2Ay  /  (j  1+  if 

1 

A  hjV-jLxr^^  hJt^auC^ 


ftovenber  27,  1944 

^jjf  -  ^  ^cAJL  ,sf  ^S»~- 

J 

jC-r  -•£'■'*•  ^  X**'1*’  /V; (TMU^iL.  “*"  -A  ^rxrf-J 

Mr.  William  H.  Hannura 
38  ?nrlrwood  Avomie 
Columbus  3,  Ohio 
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vrs.  Robert  Speer  has  turned  over  to  no  for  aolcnowledge- 
«r»nt  a  number  of  1  otters  in  connection  with  i)r.  Speer* 8  ill~ 
no??3.  "rd  among  then  is  your  nuch  appreciated  lottor. 

. ..  0-4.-  A.  v»  a. .  / 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  to  you  that,  after  a 
seriously  low  period,  loo  is  doing  quit©  well.  He  still  has 
a  long  climb  a) rand  of  him,  but  the  prospects  are  now  fairly 
favorable  for  his  continued  recovery. 


I  hardly  need  to  tell  you  what  a  host  of  friends  have 
been  writing  and  i'.  quirlng. 

I  see  a  good  deal  of  Doug  Forrmn  these  days,  as  lie  is 
now  part  of  our  United  Medical  Office  1  rare  for  all  the  boards. 

-  ‘  "ii *■■*¥>  A/rtA  l-  -  "'v''  l  - 


With  kindest  regards. 
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November  29,  1944 
(Diet*  Nov*  28) 

-■  ... y s  2 alt hf u  1 1  y  y ou r ts 


Dr.  Bonnot h  8*  Latourette 
409  Pro ape ct  Street 
Hew  Haven,  Connecticut 

My  dear  Dr*  Latourette: 

Mr*,  Spear  has  turned  over  to  ne  your  kind  note 
of  a  few  days  rro,  And  I  an  very  glad  to  have  a 
chance  to  write  ''or  then  to  you  and  a  number  of  othor 
rood  friends, 

'  ■  '■  .  ■  a  '■'»  r-.  ill’  .•  if-  ... 

You  will  be  glad  to  know  that  Mr,  Spoer  is  im¬ 
proving  steadily*  They  are  expecting  to  lot  him  go 
hone  to  Lakeville,  Connecticut,  this  Friday  for  a 
period  of  weeks,  and  then  to  cone  back  for  the  second 
s taro  of  the  operation*  Ho  has  come  up  so  well  from 
his  serious  condition  of  two  or  three  weeks  ago  that 
the  prospects  look  much  better  for  this  ooning 
operation* 

With  kind  regards. 


Sincerely, 


KUDtKFT 
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YALE  UNIVERSITY 


SCOTT  LATOURETTE 


409  PROSPECT  STREET,  NEW  HAVEN,  CONN. 


November  16,  1944 


Dear  Mrs*  Spser. 

This  must  not  be  a  long  note,  for  you  have  no  time 
in  these  crowded  days  to  be  burdened  by  lengthy  communications 
from  your  thousands  of  friends,  nor  does  it  require  an  an¬ 
swer.  It  is  simply  to  say  that  you  and  your  husband  are 
much* in  my  thoughts  and  prayers. 


Always  faithfully  yours, 
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November  SO,  1944 
(Diet.  Nov.  28) 


Rev#  George  H.  Trull 
212  South  Ninth  Street 
I  ebanon,  Pennsvlvenie 

,  , j  -  :•  0  r,  ■  e o  l  i/-» .  V <s  won d * r  i ;  yo -  h" v 

Doer  Georges 

,  (  ■  ,,  ,  ■  ;  .  ’  '  i*'  . 

I  em  glad  to  be  the  medium  in  acknowledging 
your  recent  letter  to  Dr#  Speer*  As  you  can  imagine# 
they  have  l>een  fairly  swamped  with  many  letters  these 
days.  And  I  am  glad  Mrs.  Speer  has  turned  over  a 
certain  number  to  mo  for  acknowledgment. 

You  will  be  glad  to  know  that  Dr.  Speer  is  im¬ 
proving  steadily.  They  are  expecting  to  let  him  go  home 
to  Lakeville,  Connecticut,  this  Friday  for  a  period  of 
weeks,  and  then  to  come  back  for  the  second  stage  of  the 
operation.  He  has  come  up  so  well  from  his  serious 
condition  of  two  or  three  weeks  ago  tJiat  the  prospects 
look  much  bettor  for  this  coming  operation. 

With  kind  regards. 


Sincerely, 


EHDiRPT 
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Fourth  Street  Presbyterian  Church 

LEBANON,  PENNSYLVANIA 

November  20,  1944. 


GEORGE  H.  TRULL 
Minister  in  Charge 
212  South  Ninth  Street 
Telephone  2809 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Lakeville,  Conn. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Mrs.  Trull  and  I  were  very  sorry  to  learn  of  your  illness 
utino-  a  trip  to  the  Medio*  1  Center  in  New  York.  We  do  hope  and 
nrav  that  you  are  making  a  good  recovery  and  will  m  due  time  be  re¬ 
stored  to  your  accustomed  health.  We  wonder  if  you  have  not  been  over¬ 
working  a  bit  with  so  many  engagements.  Evidently  you  are  no-Wprepared 
to  rest  for  awhile,  which  will  be  the  wise  procedure. 


You  must  be  glad  to  know  that  your  latest  book,  "Give  Minutes 
A  Day"  is  having  a  vd.de  and  constant  sale.  A  number  of  people  in  our. 
church  here  in  Lebanon,  which  I  am  serving  temporarily,  have  secured  it. 
You  have  rendered  a  great  service  to  hundreds  of  people  in  this  volume 
as  well  as  in  all  else  that  has  come  from  you r  pen  during  many  years. 

Mrs.  Trull  and  I  unite  in  sending  to  you  and  Mrs.  Speer  and  your 
family  our  warmest  regards. 


Cordially  yours. 
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Rev.  Kenneth  D.  Teller 

105  K.  P2nd  Street 
Yen  York,  ?Tew  York 
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Dear  Dusty: 
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m ft 


rely  yours. 


I  ara  glud  to  have  a  chance  to  write  you  in  behalf 
of  Mr-  Speer  and  Mrs#  Speer,  who  have  turned  over  to  me 
a  number  of  letters  fron  friends,  yours  among  them, 
and  the  greetings  from  Chi  Alpha# 


You  will  be  glad  to  know  that  Hr.  Speer  is  im¬ 
proving  steadily.  They  are  expecting  to  let  him  go 
home  to  Lakeville,  Connecticut,  this  Friday  for  a  period 
of  weeks,  and  then  to  cone  back  for  the  second  stage  of 
the  operation.  He  has  come  up  so  well  from  hia  serious 
condition  of  two  or  three  weeks  ago  that  the  prospects 
look  much  better  for  this  coming  operation. 
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CHI  ALPHA 


January 


1944 


.  .  Phillips  P.  Elliott 
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ce  V  ...  Kenneth  D.  Miller 
,l'n{  '!  Frank  J.  Scribner 
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SPITALITV.  including  place  of 
leeting  and  dinner,  provided  by 
ie  members  in  alphabetical  order. 

L  OF  MEETING,  four  forty-five 
Clock  Saturday  afternoons. 

>0RTS  AND  ELECTION  OF 
'ICERS  at  the  first  meeting  in 

iuary.  No  guests. 

NATIONS  FOR  MEMBERSHIP 
the  first  meetings  in  January, 

il  and  October. 


ACTIVE  member 

•January  |9^ 


ALDRICH,  DONALD  b 
BARNES,  R.  P  U  B‘  (I, 
BENNETT,  JOHN  297 
BEWER,  JULIUS  A  3011 
BRADLEY.  J.  CHAPM^, 
BROWN,  ARTHUR  t  N  71 1 
CARTER,  WILLIAM  1235 

CHAPPEL,  MERLYN  A 
COFFIN,  HENRY  S  Pn,56 

DUFF,  GEORGE  m'  S 
ELLIOTT,  P.  p.  i2, 
FARBER,  B.  F  ,BenJ! 
FARR,  JAMES  M  7 
FLEMING,  DANIEL  J  fin  ! 
HARTLEY,  LYMAN  R 
HESS,  NEWMAN  W  1} 
HOOD,  GEORGE  C. '  gofi 
JONES,  PHILIP  C.  9;  J‘ 
KEY,  RALPH  W  597  RMai 
MAIR.  GEORGE  29~43  J 
McKEE,  ELMORE  M  S 
MERRILL,  WM.  P  '  1,  .1 
MILLER,  KENNETH  D  2 


CHI  ALPHA 


November  20,  1944 


Dear  Doctor  Speers: 

Billy  Schell  brought  us  your  greet¬ 
ings  at  the  meeting  of  Chi  Alpha  on  Saturday,  and 
X  want  to  tell  you  on  behalf  of  all  the  men  who 
were  present  how  much  we  appreciated  your  thought¬ 
fulness  in  seending  them,  and  how  glad  we  were  to 
hear  that  you  are  making  progress. 

Our  particular  groupof  ministers, 
most  of  whom  are  Presbyterian,  has  always  held 
you  in  great  admiration  and  affection,  and  you  may 
be  sure  that  our  best  wishes  and  our  prayers  for 
a  speedy  recovery  are  yours. 


|  Active  members 

I  January  1944 


LeNHAWER,  J.  V.  12  W  12th  St. 
j  2929  Broadway 

S<TrOBT.  H.  99  Claremont  Ave. 
I?  NORMAN  V.  40  Fifth  Ave. 
tnTc  DAVID  E.  99  Claremont  Ave. 
IwFT  I  WM.  W.  39  Claremont  Ave. 
la  EDGAR  F. 
jSSELL,  DANIEL 

page,  theo.  f. 

Ill,  wm.  p. 

,bner,  frank  j 
Kir,  luman  j. 

TEY  H.  NORMAN 

2207  University  Ave. 

*RS,  THEO.  C.  HO  E.  64th  St. 
iPART,  GEORGE  Stamford,  Conn. 
?T  ARTHUR  L.  99  Claremont  Ave. 
[ffiETTS  NORRIS  L.  490  Riverside  Dr. 
PNK,  H.  A.  729  W.  181st  St. 

I  L.  HUMPHREY 

360  Central  Pk.,  W. 
EELER,  W.  R.  (In  Service) 

iFE,  PAUL  AUSTIN  62  E.  92d  St. 
RGIN,  HOWARD  V.  1635  Edison  Ave. 


1  W.  72d  St. 
236  W.  73rd  St. 
156  Fifth  Ave. 
156  Fifth  Ave. 
287  Fourth  Ave. 
297  Fourth  Ave. 


ORDER  OF 


EXerq 


1-  Prayer 
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Us  members,  by  discussion,^ 
social  intercourse.  The  proc'J 
Society  shall  be  confidential .»  ' 
~ CONSTITUTIOV  m 


Arthur  J.  Brown 

1235  PARK  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  28.  N.  Y. 
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Lir#  Wilbur  I- a  Roe,  Jr* 

In^esttMmt  Building 
Yi’ashington,  D*  C* 

Deor  Wilbur* 

lr8.  Robert  Speer  lias  turned  over  to  oe  for  acknowledgement  a  number 
of  letters  from  friends,  in  connection  with  Dr*  Spear’s  illness*  And  I 
an  pleased  to  see  that  one  front  you  affords  uo  the  chance  to  give  you  the 
latest  on  Dr*  Speer  and  add  a  personal  ’ltello** 

After  e  seriously  low  period*  he  continues  to  pick  up,  for  the  past 
two  weeks*  Ho  i3  sitting  out  of  bed  quite  a  little  and  is  able  to  have 
short  visit 8  from  cullers* 

The  aooond  stage  of  the  operation  (ha  w*»s  not  in  shape  for  a  one-stage 
procedure)  is  3till  ahead  of  us*  And  he  needs  a  lot  of  building  up  before 
ho  can  take  that  on*  It  is  quite  possible  that  they  will  let  hia  go  home 
to  Lakeville  a  couple  of  weeks  hence  end  build  up  for  two  or  threo  months* 
They  have  Ved  very  satisfactory  experience  with  such  a  program  in  similar 
cases. 

?o  mo  ho  has  been  one  of  the  rare  nen  who  was  suoh  an  ideal  to  us  in 
our  undergraduate  day 3,  and  whose  stature  has  grown  rather  than  diminished 
over  the  years  of  association  with  him  since  then  —  first  as  one  of  his 
missionaries  in  Persia  during  the  bad  days  of  the  last  war,  and  tlien  here 

at  156. 

We  certainly  appreciate  what  you  and  your  group  are  doing  in  *  ashing- 

ton* 


If  you  are  over  up  here,  won’t  you  give  no  a  ring  or  drop  in* 
With  best  of  regards. 

Since rely. 
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WILBUR  La  ROE,  JR. 


INVESTMENT  BUILDING 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


November  21 ,  1944 


My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Just  a  word  to  express  my  affectionate 
*ood  wishes.  I  rejoice  to  know  that  you  are  coming 
through  the  oper-tion.  You  will  he  pleased  to  know 
that  Judge  Lyon,  who  has  been  through  a  similar 
experience,  is  doing  nicely  and  is  about  ready  to 


go  home. 


Dr.  ‘Robert  E.  Speer 
The  Presbyterian  Hospital 
Harkness  Pavilion 
New  York,  New  York 


)  ,  U  U)  * 


November  29,  1944 
(Diet.  Nov.  28) 


lk/ww4b*f 


ir.  William  il.  Miller 
32C  Vi  .  Allen  Lane 
Mt.  Airy,  Philadelphia  19 
Pennsylvania 


Doar  Bills 


Irs.  Spoor  has  turned  over  to  no  your  two  recent  and 
gratefully  appreciated  letters  to  ?’r.  Speer.  And  I  have 
the  happy  privilege  of  writirr  rood  friends  like  you  in 
the*r  chalf.  I  don't  need  to  tell  you  that  I  have  the 
8*  a  fueling  toward  Hr.  Speer  as  you  liave,  for  in  my  under- 
rradueto  dpys  he  was  our  great  ideal.  And  the  years  since 
t’  en  in  '>nraia  and  here  have  only  deepened  that  feeling. 

You  will  be  glad  to  know  that  Nr.  Spoor  is  improving 
steadily.  They  ore  expecting  to  lot  him  go  hone  to  Lake¬ 
ville,  Connecticut  this  Friday  for  a  period  of  weeks,  and 
then  to  cone  back  for  the  seoond  stage  of  the  operation, 
he  has  cone  up  so  well  from  his  serious  condition  of  two 
or  tvree  weeks  ago  that  the  prospects  look  nuch  bettor  for 
this  coning  operation. 

With  warn  regards. 


Sincorely, 
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iir#  L#  «1#  i'rinterud 
The  We  a  tiinstor  Proas 
Siflther  spoon  Building 
Philadelphia  7,  Pennsylvania 


1  "••'V 


msv^ri*v;  -,r  <r  t wr  if- 1 1.  r  --  r-g-v  dir  r  '  poe  us  quoted  V 


beer,  very 
;r.  Sneer '  s 


Dear  Mr •  Trlnterud: 

up  with  the  various  publishers  and  see 


«* 


In  behalf  of  Nr#  and  Hr*#  Speer,  nay  I  acknowl¬ 
edge  your  recent  letter  and  give  you  the  latest  word 
on  Ms  progress# 

he  is  inproving  steadily#  They  are  expecting 
to  let  bin  hoiae  to  Lakeville,  Connecticut,  this 
Friday  for  a  period  of  weeks,  and  then  to  oorao  bock 
for  the  second  stage  of  the  operation*  lie  has  cone 
up  so  well  from  his  serious  condition  of  two  or  three 
wooks  ago  that  the  prospects  look  much  better  for  this 
coming  operation# 


.if 


aim? 


V// 


Sincerely, 


SUDtBFT 
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PAUL  CALVIN  PAYNE,  GENERAL  SECRETARY 
J.  C.  SUNTER,  TREASURER 

W.  L.  JENKINS,  GENERAL  MANAGER 
JOHN  RIBBLE,  PRODUCTION  AND  PURCHASES 
L.  J.  TRINTERUD,  RELIGIOUS  BOOK  EDITOR 
GEORGE  M.  HOFFMAN,  GENERAL  ACCOUNTING 
R.  CLARKE  HANNAFORD,  MERCHANDISING 
EARLSCHENCK  MIERS,  FICTION  EDITOR 


"  DIVISION  •  BOARD  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
I  C  A  T  I  O  N  u 


,LlC  VoiAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
•  s  b  Y  T  F.  R  1  A  in  ^  ri  ^ — - - - - - - - - 


PENnypacker  6722 


Witherspoon  Building,  Philadelphia  7,  Pa. 


November  21,  1944 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
My  dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

I  have  been  gone  so  much  lately  that  I  have  been  very- 
slow  in  answering  your  two  letters  regarding  poems  quoted  in  Dr.  Speer* s 
FIVE  MINUTES  A  DAY.  We  are  making  a  careful  note  of  these  corrections 
and  will  take  them  up  with  the  various  publishers  and  see  to  it  that 
when  the  next  edition  is  printed  all  these  matters  will  have  been  proper¬ 
ly  corrected. 


We  are  all  sincerely  sorry  to  note  Dr.  Speer’s  illness 
and  earnestly  hope  that  by  now  he  is  making  headway  toward  recovery. 

Would  you  kindly  tell  him  that  our  thoughts  and  our  prayers  are  with  him? 


Sincerely  yours, 
L.  J^Trinterud 


L JT : AS 


pREs 


byter 


!AN  BOOK  STORES  AT  PHILADELPHIA,  NEW  YORK,  CHICAGO  AND  LOS  ANGELES 


. 


Hoverober  29,  1944 
(Diet*  Hov.  28) 

l  '  '*■  •?.  -  • 

•  H  ri  <  ■  ,  / ,  i,  v.v  m) 


Dr.  David  McConeughy 

Winter  Pork 
Florida 

.■ ».  -  /■  -i 

Dear  ir.  McConaughy: 

•?  ■  -st  '•**  j? 

It  fall 3  to  uy  happy  lot  to  be  answering  your  letter  to 
Hr.  j^eor  in  bo  half  of  Lir.  and  Ur  s.  Speer.  You  can  iiiagine  what 
an  out-pouring  of  letters  and  concern  and  sympathy  and  prayer 
there  has  been  during  these  weeks  while  he  has  been  a  patient  at 
the  Hedical  Cantor. 

■  ■'! 

You  will  be  glad  to  know  that  Tfr.  Speer  is  improving  steadily. 
They  are  expecting  to  let  him  ro  home  to  Lakeville ,  Connecticut, 
this  drldey  for  *  period  of  weeks,  and  then  to  cone  beck  for  the 
second  stfrro  of  the  operation.  lie  has  cone  up  so  ’.Tell  fron  his 
servers  condition  of  two  or  three  weeks  ago  that  the  prospects 
look  much  better  for  this  coning  operation. 

t  is  very  nice  to  have  a  chance  to  say  hello  to  you  per¬ 
sonally.  I  hope  you  are  having  a  very  good  year  at  Winter  Park. 

* 

With  kindest  regards. 

Sincerely, 

•  0i  '  C 
*  / 
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the  First  presbyter**?*  Church  mm  the  City  of  New  York 


c-Ci,  ncea  me 


C"  ••  i>*  •  i.WSITV  PtACS  AX.-V  M  AO)  SOM  '.:Qi  l  ARfi  FOVNi  {.ON 


40  Wall  Street 
NEW  YORK.  i>. 

November  22 ,  l$f4t 

November  29*  1944 
(Dlot.  Nov.  28) 

^  W 

r.  Robert  .i*  ■  Mr  '  \ 

jokledge 

•>  -  .  1  *■'  t 

Mr.  Roger  H.  Yfillians 

40  Wall  Street 

New  York  5,  New  York 

At  the  t*' ‘.v  rtf',  of  Session  of  The  First  Presbyterian 

Dear  Mr.  Williams* 

■ 

In  behalf  of  Mr.  end  Mrs.  Robert  Speer,  I  hove 
the  privilege  of  acknowledging  your  letter  from  the 
Session  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  which  they 
have  gratefully  appreciated.  You  aan  imagine  wi*t 
an  out-pouring  of  expressions  of  friendship  and  good 
wishes  have  co.ao  to  titcm  during  these  days. 

You  will  be  glad  to  know  that  Mr.  Speer  Is  im¬ 
proving  steadily.  They  are  expecting  to  let  hin  ro 
hone  to  Lakeville,  Connecticut,  this  Friday  for  a 

.  j  ^  lc"J"  ft-  ■  *2 

period  of  weeks,  and  then  to  cone  back  for  the  second 
stage  of  the  operation.  He  has  come  up  ao  well  'Yon 
his  serious  condition  of  two  or  three  weeks  ago  that 
the  prospects  look  much  better  for  this  coning 

operation. 


Sincerely, 
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WGMK 


«^X4nn9utilS 


THE  FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK 


FOUNDED  1716 


Old  First,  University  Place  and  Madison  Square  Foundation 


40  Wall  Street 
NEW  YORK.  5t 
November  22,  19-44 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer  \ 

Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

At  the  meeting  of  Session  of  The  First  Presbyterian 
Church  yesterday,  word  was  brought  of  your  encouraging 
recovery,  which  brought  great  satisfaction  and  happiness 
to  us  all. 

I  was  directed  to  send  you  a  message  of  good  cheer 
and  affection,  which  I  do  with  great  pleasure,  and  add 
my  own  personal  regards.  We  all  hope  you  will  be 
around  again  before  very  long. 


Faithfully  yours. 


Clerk 
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Mr.  Delavan  L.  Piorson 
184  Femwood  Avenue 


*t£k  ■  ■>  < 


/ 


Upper  Montclair,  New  Jersey 
Dear  Ur.  Pierson: 


C.-.-X**’*, 


S>*‘ 


In  answoring  a  nuaber  of  letters  for  ur«  and 
lira.  Speer,  I  have  come  to  yours  and  aia  glad  to  be 
the  one  to  write  you  further  of  hia  progress. 


ile  is  improving  steadily,  They  are  expecting 
to  let  him  go  home  to  Lakeville,  Connecticut,  this 
Friday  for  a  period  of  weeks,  and  then  to  come  back 
for  the  second  stage  of  the  oporation.  TTa  has  cone 
up  so  well  '''-on  his  serious  condition  of  trro  or  three 
inrepVe)  that  the  prospects  looh  much  better  for 
tM  s  coming  operation. 


C.  -i 
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PEN*  ,  <!•' 


Ncvember  22,  1944 


November  29,  1S44 
(Met*  Kov*  2f) 


>,toVt*  ' •  s t  learned  that  you  have  been  serloup- 
confined  to  the  hospital.  I  under- 

vr.  Weir  C.  Ketler 

ftrove  City  ,  .  i  and  '..hat  to/' 

Pennsylvania 


Deer  Ur*  Ketlor: 

Mrs.  Speer  has  turned  over  to  me  your  much 
.pprooicted  raoont  letter  to  Dr.  Spoor,  x  an  glad 
to  l  ane  the  chance  to  write  you  of  his  continued 

progress* 

He  is  improving  steadily-  -bey  are  expecting 
to  let  him  go  hone  to  Lakeville,  Connecticut,  this 
Friday  for  a  oeriod  of  weeks,  and  then  to  come  bach 
for  the  second  stage  of  the  operation.  lie  liaa 
up  so  well  from  hia  serious  condition  of  two  or  c.ireo 
weeks  ago  that  the  prospects  look  uuch  better  for 
tills  coming  operation* 


nod  wish,  I 


Sincerely, 


i  5ur-s  very  sincerely, 


EJ'DtF.FT 
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Ti/Ticr® 


WEIR  C.  KETLER 

GROVE  CITY 
PENNSYLVANIA 


November  22,  1944 


Eoctor  Robert  E  Speer 
darkness  Pavillion 
H  •  rian  Hospital 


presbyte 

New  York 


City 


Dear 


Doctor  Speer: 


I  have  just  learned  that  you  have  been  serious- 
.  m  and  are  still  confined  to  the  hospital.  I  under- 
ctand  you  are  making  progress  in^the  recovery  of  your  health. 
I  hope  that  progress  may  be  continued  and  that  before  long 
you  may  be  fully  recovered. 

Few  men  have  lived  so  strenuously  and  so  un-  .  w 
eai  f i  qhlv  as  have  you.  You  have  always  gone  the  "exura^nule 
when  there  was  a  service  to  be  performed.  In  addition  to 
the  burdens  and  responsibilities  that ^ are . normal  in  -xfe, 
you  have  carried  many  extra  responsibilities  that  mos.  oi 
us  would  have  avoided. 


Along  with  your  many  friends  everywhere,  I  have 
not  only  admired  your  outstanding  ability,  but  quite  as 
much  your  spirit  and  the  unusual  service  you  have  been  able 
to  render  in  many  fields  of  endeavor.  I  hope  you  may  soon 
be  able  to  resume  your  normal  activities,  but  I  trust  you 
will  be  careful  not  to  place  too  great  a  strain  on  your 
strength. 


With  every  good  wish,  I  am 

Yours  very  sincerely, 


WCK: AA 
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November  30,  1944 
(Diet.  Nov.  28) 
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Rev.  A.  R.  Robinson 
6100  Bryant  Street 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 


'  ■ :  r  c  . 

Dear  Mr.  Robinsons 


hear 
;  from 


I  ar 


&na 

pb!ut  Dr.  Speei' 1  e  severe 

our  letter  that  hr  Is  co r  t  nir 

trs.  Speer  nas  turned  over  to  xae  your  nucli 
appreciated  recent  letter  to  Dr.  Speer.  I  an  pled 
to  have  the  ohanee  to  write  you  of  his  continued 
progress. 


r :  <a» 


may  hsv  ®  as  much  tine  « g 

he  is  improving  ateadily.  They  are  expecting 
to  let  him  go  hona  to  Lakeville,  Connecticut,  this 
Friday  for  a  period  of  weeks,  and  then  to  come  back 
for  the  second  stage  of  the  operation,  he  has  come 
up  so  v  eil  iron  his  serious  condition  of  two  or  three 
weeks  ago  that  phe  prospects  look  muoh  Patter  for 
this  coaling  operation. 

Sinoerely, 


/  /(  .  /  iU  '  • 
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,  vXa'xao^-te, 


T'^xcr:-: 


jTmfrfr  (Eirtmrlr 

A. R. ROBINSON,  PASTOR 
SIOO  BRYANT  STREET 


November  22,  1944 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

The  Hprkness  Pavilion 
Presbyterian  Hospital, 

New  Yo^k  N.  Y. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

I  have  your  letter  of  November  20th  and  I  am 
exceedingly  sorry  to  hear  about  Dr.  Speer* s  severe 
operation.  I  take  it  from  your  letter  that  he  is  coming 
along  as  well  as  could  be  expected  and  still  confidently 
hope  that  by  next  summer  he  will  be  very  much  himself 
again. 


In  order  that  he  may  have  as  much  time  as 
possible  for  a  recovery,  we  have  put  him  down  to  speak  in 
this  church  on  August  19th.  As  I  said  in  my  former 
1  p 1 1 er  ,  th e  co ndi  ti  on s  wi  11  be  th e  s am e  as  usual  • 

I  wi sh  you  would  give  Dr.  Speer  my  very  best 
wishes,  and  with  the  hope  that  he  may  continue  to  improve 
rapidly,  I  remain, 
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GROSSE  F’oirj'iE  Memorial  Church 

REV.  FRANK  '"ITT,  MiWi«TCr- 
16  t.ftlO  SHORE  RC* 

,•  ROS  POINTS  -  A RMS  30  V?  C,H»  ,-s.\ 


No-  e'  iber  ,  X9l  * 

November  29,  1944 
(Diet*  Nov*  28) 

Av  *nue 
10,  New.  York 

fiav.  Frank  Fitt 
16  Lake  Shore  Hoad 
Grosse  Pointe  Paras  SO 
i  ichigan 

Dear  Mr.  Fitt: 

>  r”i  '  1  •!:*.(  •  ’  ■  ■  o 

In  reaponae  to  your  note  I  give  you  further 
encouraging  reports  on  Mr.  Speer. 

ill  *•  ,:1  er.- r  c--  :«  \ to cut  dr  nr  irons 

He  is  improving  steadily.  Xuey  are  expecting 

to  let  hia  go  hoiae  to  Lakeville,  Connecticut,  this 
Friday  for  a  period  of  weeks,  and  then  to  come  back 
for  the  second  stage  of  the  operation,  he  has  cone 
up  so  well  from  his  serious  condition  of  two  or  three 
weeks  ago  that  the  prospects  look  much  better  for 
this  coming  operation. 

*  -r*  ••  «  ,  '  | 

With  kind  regerds. 

Sincerely, 
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the  Grosse  Pointe  Memorial  Church 

REV.  FRANK  FITT,  Minister 

16  LAKE  SHORE  ROAD  V 

GROSSE  POINTE  FARMS  30.  MICHIGAN 


Dr.  E.  M.  Dodd 
156  Fifty  Avenue 
|  New  vork  10,  New  York 

.  My  dear  Dr.  Dodd : 

This  will  acknowledge  and  than^  you 
for  your  letter  of  November  21st  regarding  the 
Improving  condition  of  Dr.  Speer. 

Naturally  I  am  quite  delighted  to 
know  that  ve  is  making  progress  and  wish  him 
well  in  the  next  operation,  hoping  very  much 
that  it  will  be  a  clear  case  without  dangerous 
corylications . 

When  you  see  him  again  I  hope  that 
you  will  remember  me  to  him  and  I  shall  count 
on  you  to  let  me  know  how  he  comes  along  when 
his  second  ordeal  comes. 


Cordially  yours, 


SVH  ’ 
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N4TRIN*  *  *‘X>0 
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November  SO,  1944 
(Diet.  Ifov.  20) 

4;’3.  Dearborn  and  I  have  had  you  much 
o  ;.;hts  these  days  and  we  pray  that  you 
e  restored  to  complete  health  and 

Mr.  R.  J.  Dearborn 
135  Hast  42nd  Street 
Hew  York,  New  York 

to  your  occupying  our  pulpit  in  the 

Dear  Mr.  Dearborns 

•  r eased  <71  th  ycur  wonderful  record. 

Urs.  Speer  haa  tumod  over  to  no  your  much 
appreciated  recent  letter  to  Dr.  Speer.  1  an  rind 
to  have  the  chance  to  write  you  of  his  continued 
progress. 

V,  r  » ,  Dearborn  and  I  heard  you  preach 

J  •«  »  i  v  “J  J3  S”t  J  i  -y*t 

He  is  inproving  steadily.  They  are  expecting 
to  let  him  go  hoine  to  Iwkeville,  Connecticut,  this 
Friday  for  a  period  of  weeks,  and  then  to  oone  back 
for  th©  second  stage  of  the  operation.  He  has  oone 
up  so  well  frora  his  serious  condition  of  two  or  three 
weeks  ago  that  the  prospects  look  much  better  for 
this  oo raing  operation. 

Sincerely, 


EUDiEFT 
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R.  J.  DEARBORN 

135  EAST  42ND  STREET 
NEW  YORK.  N.  Y. 


November  24,  1944 


My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Mrs.  Dearborn  and  I  have  had  you  much 
in  our  thoughts  these  days  and  we  pray  that  you 
will  soon  be  restored  to  complete  health  and 
strength . 


We  had  looked  forward  with  great  ex¬ 
pectations  to  your  occupying  our  pulpit  in  the 
Central  Church  at  Summit  this  fall,  and  were 
deeply  impressed  with  your  wonderful  record 
which  had  to  be  broken  on  that  occasion,  of  never 
having  previously  cancelled  a  preaching  engage¬ 
ment. 


Mrs.  Dearborn  and  I  heard  you  preach 
before  we  were  married,  in  the  old  First  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  Pittsburgh  as  far  back  as  1906, 
and  I  have  never  forgotten  your  sennon  on  the 
Holy  Spirit,  for  which  I  shall  always  be  grateful. 

With  sincere  regards,  I>am 


Dr.  Robert  Lee  Speer, 
Presbyterian  Hospital, 
Harkness  Pavilion, 

180  Fort  Washington  Avenue, 
New  York  32,  N.Y. 
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TELEPHONE  WATKINS  8-2000 


_  ..^CULCATE, 
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NEW  YORK’ 


THE  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 
OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 


let  Of  SECRETARY 


156  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK 


November  24,  1944 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Harkness  Pavilion 
Presbyterian  Medical  Center 
620  West  168  Street 
New  York,  New  York 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  Monday,  November  20,  1944, 
the  following  Minute  was  presented  by  the  Policy  and  Methods  Com¬ 
mittee  and  adopted  by  the  Board: 

"The  Board  voted  to  unite  in  sending  affectionate 
greetings  to  Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer,  looking  forward  eagerly 
to  the  continuance  of  his  distinguished  leadership  m  the 

Church. " 

With  kindest  regards,  I  am. 


Yours  sincerely, 

a, 


6 


J.  L.  Hooper 
Recording  Secretary 
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November  28,  1944 


Rev.  Robert  S.  Speer 
Room  346  -  Harkness  Pavilion 
Presbyterian  Hospital 
New  York  City 

Dear  Sir: 

We  have  your  check  for  -’'l  ,000  for  a  Series  G 
bond  for  which  accept  our  thanks. 


We  are  sorry  to  hear  that  you  are  in  the 


hospital  but  expect  your  discharge  very  soon  and  return 
to  Lakeville . 


Very  truly  yours, 


Treasurer 
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The  Shady  side  Presbyterian  Church 


Amberson  Avenue  and  Westminster  Place 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 


December  1,  1944 


jjy  dear  Robert: 

I  had  a  visit  yesterday  with  Henry  Coffin  who  told  me 
that  you  had  returned  home  to  rest  up  and  gain  strength  for  your 
next  experience  in  the  hospital.  You  will  have  a  normal  and 
comparatively  restful  period  and  it  will  do  you  good  and  you 
will  be  feeling  better,  1  am  sure,  by  now  and  you  do  not  need 
to  fear  the  final  outcome.  The  operation  has  become  so  general 
and  successful  that  the  surgeons  do  not  fear  any  difficulty 
concerning  it  and,  as  1  said  to  you  in  my  former  letter,  it 
will  renew  your  youth.  So  you  can  trust  in  the  Lord  and  fear 


not 


The  Federal  Council  has  been  meeting  here  and  the  usual 
talk  has  been  going  on.  The  best  action  taken,  I  think,  was 
in  regard  to  the  Vatican,  but  you  will  have  seen  the  reports 
in  the  paper  and  will  know  what  has  been  done.  Sometimes  1 
wonder  at  the  value  of  this  incessant  talking  and  yet  1  suppose 
the  younger  generation  builds  up  its  soul  under  it. 

Erdman  Harris  and  1  had  a  luncheon  for  Henry  Coffin 
at  the  Duquesne  Club  for  about  twenty-five  representative 
men  of  the  city.  He  talked  to  then  about  the  need  for  Christian 
ministers  and  did  a  good  job.  He  i  s  going  to  find  it  hard,  as 
all  man  do,  to  lay  down  his  responsibilities.  That  action  1 
myself  must  take  soon.  1  feel  the  pressure  of  work  more  than 
1  used  to  do  and  yet  have  been  carrying  the  full  load. 

You  will  have  heard  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Hervey,  the  old 
gentleman  down  in  West  Alexandria.  1  took  a  beating  from  his 
daughter  who  is  aggrieved  that  her  father  gave  away  his  fortune 
but  though  she  threatens  action  1  do  not  think  that  there  is  any 
ground  for  it.  1  think  the  difference  between  her  and  her  father 
is  of  long  standing.  1  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is 
more  trouble  over  money  than  over  any  oifevthing  in  the  world. 

Do  not  try  to  reply  to  my  letter  for  1  know  how  difficult 
it  is  to  write  when  one  is  not  up  to  par. 

With  all  good  v/ishes. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Epeer 
Rockledge” 

Dakeville,  Connecticut 


THE  COVENANT-FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

Connecticut  Avenue  at  N  Street  N.  W. 
WASHINGTON  6,  D.  C. 


December  1,  1944 


Dr.  Robert  Speer 
Harkness  Pavilion 
180  Port  Washington 
Dew  York  32,  N.  Y. 

My  dear  Robert • 


I  have  been  very  much  worried  whether  I 


did  or  did  not  write  to  you  several  weeks  ago  inquiring 
for  your  progress  in  the  hospital  and  giving  you  the  in¬ 
formation  regarding  our  great  loss,  for  since  then  I  have 
been  thinking  of  you  a  great  deal  in  view  of  your  tragic 
experience  a  few  years  back  wherein  you  suffered  the  loss 
of  a  most  talented  son.  It  has  been  a  terrific  blow  but 
we  have  been  greatly  sustained  by  the  affection  and  prayers 
of  our  friends.  If  you  think  of  it  at  the  time  there  is 
a  ver/ thrilling  article  on  "Mission  to  PlorenceTT  from  Ben¬ 
jamin’s  pen  together  with  photographs  that  he  took,  coming 
out  in  the  February  or  March  issue  of  National  Geographic. 


We  have  missed  you  at  the  recent  meetings  at 


Princeton  and  we  all  pray  for  your  complete  recovery.  Take 
it  easy.  With  kindest  regards  to  all  the  family. 


Sincerely, 


n.  J.  McCartney 


184  Inwood  Avenue 

Upper  Montclair,  New  Jersey 

December  2,  1944 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 


Lakeville,  Conn. 


Dear  Robs 


o-~j6  Cf  _  — . 

Yesterday  I  planned  to  go  up  to  the  hospital 
to  see  Rob  Speer,  but  telephoned  first  and  learned  from 
Mrs.  Speer  that  he  was  just  about  to  leave  for  Lake¬ 
ville.  He  had  not  expected  to  go  until  Saturday  but 
his  decision  to  go  on  Friday  prevented  my  seeing  him 
again  before  he  left  New  York.  I  had  a  very  nice  visit 
with  him  two  weeks  ago  and  we  are  hoping  he  will  gain 
so  much  in  strength  that  he  will  be  able  to  have  his 
second  operation  and  that  he  will  make  a  complete  and 
speedy  recovery. 


The  doctor  says  Robert  will  need  to  come  back 
to  the  hospital  the  last  of  January  or  the  first  of 
February  and  cannot  expect  to  be  with  us  for  our  Anual 
Quiet  Day  before  the  last  of  March  or  the  first  of  April. 
Each  of  our  group  voted  to  postpone  our  meeting  so  that 
Rob  can  be  with  us  if  possible.  Do  you  think  that  we 
had  better  try  to  have  a  meeting  in  January  without  him; 
or  would  you  favor  setting  a  date  ahead  until  the  first 
part  of  April.  Perhaps  the  second,  fifth,  or  seventh 
or  sometime  before  the  fourteenth.  Easter  Sunday  as 
you  know  comes  April  first.  I  saw  John  Mott  yesterday 
and  he  favors  postponing  our  meeting  until  April. 

I  suppose  that  you  received  the  prayer  notes 
sent  out  this  week. 

With  best  wishes  for  your  own  Christmas  and 
your  family  where  ever  they  may  be. 


Cordially  yours. 


DI  p:mn 
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$Snar?i  of  ©ruatFPB 

THE  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY  OF 
THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 

PRINCETON,  NEW  JERSEY 


E  SPEER.  President 

Rockledge 
rille,  Connecticut 


BENJAMIN  F.  FARBER,  Secretary 
631  West  End  Avenue 
New  York  24,  N.  Y. 


December  5,  1944 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer,  President 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 


My  dear  Robert: 


I  was  instructed  by  both  the  Administrative  Committee  and 
the  Board  of  Trustees  at  their  meetings  on  Monday  evening  and 
Tuesday  morning  respectively  to  convey  to  you  the  sympathy  of 
the  Committee  and  the  Board  in  your  illness  and  the  assurance 
of  the  prayers  of  us  all,  that  God  will  give  you  strength  in  these 
days  of  convalescence  for  the  second  part  of  the  operation  which 
is  to  come  some  time  later.  We  are  all  grateful  to  God  for  his 
goodness  to  you  and  to  us  and  we  are  looking  to  Him  for  His 
guidance  and  sustaining  grace  in  these  coming  days.  You  have 
the  affection  and  the  concern  of  every  member  of  the  Board.  We 
all  love  you  very  much. 

You  will  be  glad  to  know  that  both  the  meeting  of  the  Admin¬ 
istrative  Committee  and  the  meeting  of  the  Board  transacted  the 
business  that  came  before  them  with  efficiency  and  with  a  quorum 
present  at  both  meetings.  I  will  transmit  to  you  the  Minutes  of 
these  meetings  in  due  course. 

If  the  weather  is  as  delightful  in  Connecticut  as  it  is  in 
Princeton  this  morning,  you  will  feel  a  lift  in  your  strength 
by  the  very  atmosphere  of  the  day. 


With  abiding  affection,  I  am 


Sincerely  yours. 


C*XC*/l 


BFF :  mf  a 
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MINISTER  BENEVOLENCE  TREASURER 
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MASTER’S  STUDY 


Bear  Dr .  Speer! 


I  appreciated  so  much  your  let¬ 
ter  of  December  5,  end  especially  to  know  that 
you  are  recuperating  and  that  the  future  looks 
so  bright  for  you  with  respect  to  your  physical 
condition.  Best  of  luck  to  you! 

I  think  probably  it  would  best 
for  you  to  forego  your  April  29  date,  for  I 
would  not  want  you  to  have  it  on  your  mind,  es¬ 
pecially  if  you  did  not  feel  like  traveling  at 
that  time.  I  can  readily  fill  it. 

I  have  put  you  down  for  January  6 
and  Mey  19  in  1946,  when  I  hope  nothing  will 
prevent  your  being  with  us. 


With  affectionate  Christmas  Greet¬ 
ings  to  you  and  Mrs.  Speer,  in  which  Marnie  joins, 
believe  me. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
Hockledge , 

Lakeville , 


Very  aincerely  yours, 


Connecticut . 


December  7,  1944. 


58  Mercer  street 
Princeton,?!,  J. 
December  3,1944 
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we  were  all  so  g]a  <3  when  Dr.  Mac  kay  announced  in  chapel 
. .  norn incr  that  you  had  been  able  to  return  to  Lakeville  again, Our 
r>  pftrayers  had  been  with  y  se  past  wee 


Legation. I  understand  that  you  will  undergo  another  operation  some- 
ILe  next  year. So  this  must  be  a  time  of  anxiety  for  you  and  your  fami¬ 
ly  lr:  r  e spec t. But  we  trust  and  pray  that  the  Lord  will  grant  you 

Ltreiigth  of  body  and  firmness  of  faith  to  pass  through  that  new  ordeal. 

7e  had  hoped  to  have  you  with  us  at  the  Life  and  Faith  3e- 

tt  -  in  Ld inburgh , Pa .  last  month. Our  thoughts  wandered  frequently 

It  you  in  your  ho  J.tal#and  a’’!  the  men  present  regretted  that  you 

mt't  enable  to  be  with  us.  It  Ufa 8  a  strange  expe  rience  after  ell  these 

lyr  .h.  ich  Beorge  had  conducted  the  seminars,  to  work  under  a  new 

lee''  --  with  a  different  vision  of  the  work  to  be  accomplished. But  Dr. 

gHov.ar'  1  rings  the  right  heart  and  spirit  with  him  for  the  worn , and  thus 

I  upp_  that  under  the  new  leadership  these  meetings  will  continue  to 

he  " e  ing  to  ®  ministers  and  the  church, I  hope  that  as  ti  ;e  goes 

'  will 

o  rd  will  feel  a  little  bit  mo  -  of  himself  and^not  to 

Cw..  j  ,  the  official  line  of  the  policy  of  the  I  i.Itwas  B Gor¬ 

ge’ s  -jreatness  that  with  all  his  readiness  to  cooperate  he  combined  such 
n^ence  of  outlo  k  ldd  e termination  of  action. 


Mrs.  Piper  joins  me  in  wishing  you  God’s  rich  "blessing  for 

and^apedy  ecovery  from  your  oper-  tion. 
Very  sincerely  yours 

(JVW  4  •  Pc 

Otto  A. Piper 


The  Theological  Seminary 
Princeton,  N.  J. 


PRESIDENT'S  OFFICE 


December  S,  1944 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

How  greatly  we  missed  you  at  our  Commence¬ 
ment  last  Tuesday.  You  were  much,  however,  in 
our  thoughts  and  prayers  and  you  would  be  happy 
to  know  the  tender  solicitude  which  was  expressed 
for  you  and  the  times  you  were  remembered  in 
public  prayer. 

We  are  all  greatly  relieved  to  know  that 
the  first  operation  was  so  successful  and  that 
you  are  recuperating  strength  amid  the  austere 
late  fall  loveliness  of  Lakeville. 

We  understand  that  a  second  operation  will 
be  necessary,  but  prayer  in  public  and  private 
goes  up  to  God  for  you  unceasingly,  that  the  major 
ordeal  may  also  be  passed  through  in  safety  and 
that  the  great  and  loving  Physician  Himself  may 
vouchsafe  his  real  presence  and  help,  during  the 
operation  and  convalescence. 

In  the  meantime,  may  you  have  a  very  quiet 
joyous  time  at  home  with  your  loved  ones. 


. 


plaza  5-2795 


444  East  52  St 
New  York 
December  8,1944 


Tel. 


/JU- 


Dear  Robert 

I  was  sorry  to  have  heard  of  your  illness 
and  regret  that  I  could  not  get  up  to  see  you  at  the 
hospital, but  correspondingly  pleased  to  hear  of  your  recovs 
ery  and  return  home 

I  renewed  acquaintance  with  our  P.A.E. 
old  friend  and  Andover  companion  after  these  many  years 
ana  we  had  a  delightful  chat  over  old  times  and  we  both 
agreed  that  we  three  should  have  a  reunion  soon  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  I  am  now  inviting  you  to  take  Lunch  with  rnw  at 
any  time  convenient  to  you  and  John, and  hope  you  will  drop 
me  a  line  as  to  when  it  will  be  convenient  for  you  .1  am 
inviting  John  also. Outside  of  Harry  Stimson  I  do  not 
know  of  any  other  of  our  distinguished  P.A.E.  Fraternity 
available  Do  you? 

Looking  forward  to  the  Reunion  I  remain 
Fraternally  Yours 


JOHN  R.  TODD 

420  LEXINGTON  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  17,  N.  Y. 


JIOHAW'K 


Ti:i.eph°ne 
«aWK  4-3044 


December  8,  1944 


Cable 

Todrobeng 


Dear  Bobby: 

That  note  I  received  from  you  was  a 
sweet  one.  It  reflected  a  side  of  your  character 
which  is  vastly  important  and  which  comparatively 
few  people  know  and  understand.  The  note  was 
also  clever  and  highly  diplomatic. 

I  wrote  to  you  to  find  out  whether  you 
respected  this  man  Jones  -  whether  he  was  a  good 
man  to  play  ball  with  -  and  worked  in  harness. 

Your  answer  was  that  you  were  glad  I  liked  him. 

Sorry  you  have  been  having  a  little 
trouble.  But  I  am  delighted  with  the  way  you  are 
taking  it  -  all  in  a  day's  work  without  the 
slightest  comment  or  complaint. 

God  bless  you  and  give  you  many  more 
years  to  carry  on  the  splendid  influence  you 
have  exerted  over  the  whole  world. 


Affectionately  yours, 


P-ev.  Robert  E.  Speer,  B.D. 

Pockledge 

Lakeville  Conn. 


^Brattgeltotl  mb  ^dovmtb  (Elfurctj  A  r> 

Office  of  the  Secretary 

REV.  WILLIAM  E.  LAMPE 
Schaff  Building,  1505  Race  Street 
PHILADELPHIA  2,  PA. 


December  8,  1944 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Lakeville,  Connecticut 

Dear  Friend  Speer: 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Federal  Council  last  week  I  learned 
that  you  were  in  the  hospital  recently  but  were  recovering. 

I  sincerely  trust  that  you  are  now  very  much  better  and  are 
able  to  do  much  of  the  work  you  would  like  to  be  doing. 

You  have  been  doing  almost  incredibly  heavy  work  for  more 
than  a  half  century  and  surely  you  are  entitled  to  a  real  rest 
and  vacation.  The  Church  will  miss  you  and  lose  much  by  any 
let-down  in  your  activities,  but  if  you  are  careful  now,  we  shall 
have  the  benefit  of  your  rich  life  and  experience  for  many  years 
to  come.  I  trust  that  we  shall  have  that. 

You  have  always  been  such  a  good  correspondent  in  the  way 
of  acknowledging  the  least  communication,  but  I  hope  that  you 
will  make  no  other  use  of  this  note  than  to  allow  it  to  cheer 
you  up  and  encourage  you,  for  it  is  the  sincere  expression  of 
one  who  has  benefited  greatly  from  association  with  you. 

May  God  continue  to  pour  his  blessings  upon  you. 

Most  cordially  yours. 


Secretary 


WELjMRJ 
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FOUNDED  1698 


THE  FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 
IN  THE  CITY  OF  PHILADELPHIA 

LOCUST  STREET  WEST  OF  15th 


CLARENCE  SCOTT  PEDRICK 
CLERK  OP  SESSION 

516  Witherspoon  Building 


December  12,  1944- 


Robert  E.  Speer,  D. 

Lakeville , 


D.  , 

Connect i cut : 


Dear  Doctor  Speer: 

At  its  regular  meeting  on  December  eighth 
the  session  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Philadelphia  directed  me  to  convey  to  you  our 
greetings  and  good  wishes.  We  have  followed  with 
prayerful  interest  your  gratifying  progress  toward 
restored  vigor. 

We  are  grateful  for  the  inspiration  to 
noble  living  which  has  come  to  our  congregation 
through  your  presence  in  our  pulpit,  especially  in 
the  recent  past.  And  we  look  forward  eagerly  to 
having  you  as  guest  preacher  again  as  soon  as  your 
health  will  permit. 

We  have  also  in  mind  your  many  years  of 
widely  extended  and  eminent  service  to  the  cause 
of  our  Lord  throughout  the  world.  We  are  praying 
that  this  service  may  be  renewed  in  the  near  future. 

With  our  best  wishes  to  you  and  yours  for 
a  happy  Ch r i s tma s t i de  and  New  Year,  I  am 


Yours  sincerely, 


1  a  r  e  n  c  e 
Clerk  of 


r 

Scott 
th  e 


Pedri ck , 
Session 


' 


419  FOURTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  16,  N.  Y. 


Dece  mber  12 ,  194  4 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  December  8th. 

Of  course  I  am  startled  to  learn  of  your  decision,  but 
under  the  circumstances,  I  can  quite  understand  it.  I 
know  how  very  difficult  it  is  to  write  anything  when  one 
is  ill  and  even  though  we  are  heartily  sorry'  to  learn  of 
your  decision,  I  cannot  but  sympathize  with  you  in  your 
present  situation. 

y/e  shall,  as  you  sqggest,  make  other  arrangements  for  the 
Meditations  during  the  year  1945,  though  I  know  that  they 
will  not  be  of  the  same  high  calibre  as  yours  would  have 
been . 

Thank  you  so  much  for  entertaining  the  idea,  and  for  the 
splendid  spirit  in  which  you  have  cooperated  with  us.  I 
know  Dr.  Poling  will  be  very  sorry  to  hear  of  ycur  in¬ 
ability  to  join  the  Christian  Herald  family,  on  his  return 
to  the  office. 

V/ith  every  best  wish  for  your  continued  recovery,  I  am 


Frank  3.  Mead 
Editor. 


FSM/mc 


Dr.  Hobert  E.  Speer 
Hock  ledge 
Lakeville,  Conn. 


2p  Hudson  View  Terrace 
Newburgh  New  York 


Dec. 15,1^44. 


Kr  Dr.Spefr, 

* B  0  1  hear  a  that  youwere  ill  in&  hospital, but 
I  ^  rij  jibber  ■■h;  t  hospital  it  is, so  am  s^naind  this 
f^iitTso  that  it  may  be  for  warded  to  the  right 

|l&ce. 

,,  Lth  mny  otherfrionds  I  was  sorry  to  hear  that  you 
■•a  sick  and  hope  that  by  this  tin  e  you  are  better  and  if 

po  si  cl  j  )  no 


j  again.  It  was  v. ith  regret  at 


he  time  when  I 

Cushat  y0U  had  reached  the  reti  ring  age,  for  you  had  oeen 
connected  with  the  Syria  mission  for  some  lime  while  I 
CavstilT  in  Syria  anu  you  we  e  alv.-  y  s  so  considerate  and 
■ought  ful  and  redy  to  give  the  good  '  dvice  chat  we  needed, 
is  ha  ;  beemauch  blessed  in  having  ^oh  linemen  >•-.■0  e 

i  •  r  Sy  ria  ana  ,  )u  may  be  sure  we  apprecii  tedh&v- 
inj  you  appinteu  to  th-  -  position. 


;  first  v  sit  to  the  foreign  Board  purler  j  dates 
Kv  t o  a  visit  to  the  he«  dq  .  rters  on  Oed  r  St.  when 
atLr  loo1'  _e  there  to  see  the  Boara  before  ^y  sister  ana  I 
sailed  i  or  yria  n  166b.  Later  I  went  to  bo  Fifth  Ave,when 
ho...  . , i ■  L  >ugh  and  than  to  1b6  w  he  'e  at  1*  t  I  met  you.  i 

rfenedber  it  nfs  then, during  of  cou  rse  one  of  ...y  furloughs , the 
I  was  introduced  to  you  ao  our  Secreury  for  Syria  anu  I  think 
it  was  at  that  time  that  you  ma.de  th  e  statement  that  I 
have  never  forgot  ten,  namely  tha- 1  the  workof  Yne  Foreign 
Board  to  make  Jesus  Christ  known  to  the  world. 


Later  we  saw  you  and  Interrup  tion  here  and  I  cannot  re- 
lioabor ..h'  t  I  was  going  to  say ,Eudcannot  mfkeitout  even 
with  myn  ice^agnigyin  lass,  .ut  I  !mow  I  wished  to  saytht  th 
Bofffd  anutheuifferent  memoerswi th  whom  I  ca^einconta^twei  e 
anbre  alwys^ood  tome.  I  think  weh  ave  a  ..orxeerful  Boaru  . 


B  ^  havesomany  uelightful  memori  es  of  yourkindnesstha ti 
?'isheuto  sry  somethin^ .  anu  I  was  sorry  when  the  tme 
P8ihaf'or  v .  >utp  retire.  ^ t  has  given  me_, lea  sure  t  o  go  and  see 
the  newRoomswiththeirbe'  utiful  furnish!  gs  anu  to 


th  t  Jnesameea.  rnest,  welcor. 


mg 


s.irit  is  thereas  in 


--  tiVnc-^,: 


JJ.  . 


.  -‘i. 

if 

* 

iK 

i  >- 1  ..  'i 

" 

,•  &c  ' 


the  f ormerroomswithwhich  I  was  owe  11  ac  qua  in  >,eu. 


t,i y  hearty  bestwishesforyour  health  andcontinued 
usefulness  in  Uie  Master's  Crvice,f  a  hey  have  alwaysbeen. 
And  ab right  a.nahappy  Chr  istmas  to  you  snd^ours.  I  sometime 
hearref erencesto  your  dau^hter^arga  ret  with whom  I  was 
photographed,  in  front  of  "r. Herd's  .o„ein*iin  Hilweh.  Now 
uhr  c  building  isa, military  hospital  which  withother  ladies, 
..irs  .Robert  Byerly  frequently  visitse  long  with  many  other 
helpful thincsconnected  with  '.he  ermedf'orces. 


Yourscordially , 


I  a-visitinc  mysister,mrs. J.m.Leiper  through 
tnismonth  an d^anuary.  Co  I  have  notonly  a  fine  home  in 
Nev. ton,.! .  J.  ou ta  1  soano  .her  onehere. 


.  h  l  I  f  (  ~  CiOji  f.  - 
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fHvIi  3 X  1  iJ o-  -  i-  riOiiv*  I- 


.  -  o.ibiic  It!-  Ofl'O 


„lES  hospital 
b;'knkss  pavilion 

hA  OF  OPHTHALMOLOGY 

^iS«AHRNESS  HOME 


WilSSli  SffiRSt 

6  22  WEST  168th  STREET 
NEW  'YORK.  32.N-Y. 


neurolocical  institute 

PRESBYTERIAN  HOSPITAL 
SLOAN  K  HOSPITAL 
VANDERBILT  CLINIC 


December  15,  1944 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 

Lakeville 

Connecticut 

Dear  Doctor  Speer: 

At  the  annual  luncheon  of  the  Princeton  Seminary  Alumni 
Association  of  this  district  I  was  instructed,  by  unanimous  vote  of 
the  members  present,  to  convey  their  affectionate  greetings  and  good 
wishes  to  you.  Everyone  rejoiced  in  the  news  I  brought  them  of  your 
being  able  to  leave  the  hospital  and  return  to  your  home.  They  wish 
me  to  assure  you  of  their  prayers  and  earnest  wishes  for  your  speedy 
return  to  fuil  health  and  strength.  May  I  add  a  personal  word  that 
it  gives  me  a  special  pleasure  in  being  the  one  through  whom  this 
message  is  transmitted  to  you. 

I  appreciated  the  privilege  of  greeting  you  occasionally 
while  you  were  a  patient  and  rejoice  irj.  the  steady  progress  you  made. 
I  regret  that  I  happened  to  be  away  the  Sunday  that  you  were  able  to 
attend  the  devotional  service.  I  am  sure,  however,  that  you  were 
able  to  obtain  a  good  idea  of  its  nature  as  Mr.  Hartley  always  con¬ 
ducts  it  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner. 

* 

With  the  seasons  warmest  greetings,  as  ever, 
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F.  DICKSON 


u0  H 


RHODES  HAVERTY  BUILDING 

ATLANTA 


December  16,  1944. 


Deer  Dr.  Speer: 

That  you  may  have  all  the  blessings  of 
the  Christmas  Season  and  fullest  health  during 
the  New  Year  is  our  constant  and  earnest  wish. 

1  had  seen,  by  the  New  York  Times,  that  you  were 
recently  ill  and  it  had  been  my  wish  to  see  you 
when  in  New  York  recently,  though  it  seemed,  as  it 
always  does  when  I  am  there,  that  time  passes  so 
quickly  that  I  allowed  it  to  go  by  so  that  when  I 
wished  to  run  up  to  the  Presbyterian  Hospital,  it 
was  beyond  visiting  hours. 


Please  rest  assured  of  my  warm  greetings 
and  high  personal  esteem,  always. 


Faithfully  yours. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Presbyterian  Church  of  the  TJSA. , 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 

Fifth  Avenue, 
lew  York,  N.  Y. 
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SAMUEL  M.  ZWEMER 

THIRTY  THREE  FIFTH  AVE. 
NEW  YORK  3,  N.  Y. 
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158  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK,  lO 


r„°KvEU.  COMPANY 

:M|N<3  publishers 

lON0ON  HO.NBUFOH 

(W  1°RK _ 

cable:  ,  REVELL" 


December  18,  1944 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Thank  you  for  your  gracious  note.  You  may 
be  assured  that  whatever  you  have  available  for  publica¬ 
tion  is  of  keen  interest  to  us:  and  I  hope  you  will  send  us 
the  manuscript  which  you  have  mentioned,  TEE  GOOD  NEWS  OF  TEE 
SON  OF  GOD. 

Of  course  we  are  all  facing  shortage  of  paper 
and  operating  under  paper  quota  restrictions  which  are  very 
difficult  to  follow.  We  over-sold  our  1944  quota  decidedly 
and  with  the  tremendous  demand  for  our  older  books  we  are 
obliged  to  be  very  careful  indeed  about  newer  volumes*  We 
are  restricting  our  list  to  those  which  must  be  published  in 
1945  and  are  postponing  others  until  later. 

Enclosed  is  material  whioh  we  are  sending  to 
the  press  regarding  our  Seventy-fifth  Anniversary:  possibly 
you  may  have  noted  reference  to  this  occasion  in  certain 
periodicals. 


I  do  wish  to  add  a  personal  word.  I  am  so  glad 
to  learn  that  you  are  back  home  and  hops  that  you  are  being 
careful  and  not  over-doing.  We  think  of  your  often  and 
send  our  affectionate  and  sincere  Christmas  Greetings. 


B 


Most  cordially. 


FLEMING  H.  RETELL  COMPANY 


•  Robert  E.  Speer, 
Rockledge, 

Lakeville, 


Connecticut 
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MINES  ON  CHICAGO,  ROCK  ISLAND  a  PACIFIC  RAILROAD,  CHARITON,  IOWA 


Central  3otoa  Jfuel  Company 

1219  SOUTHERN  SURETY  BUILDING 
DES  MOINES,  IOWA 


December  18,  1944 


Rev.  R.  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville,  Conn. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I  have  a  letter  from  George  Innes  telling  me  of  your  illness, 
hope  by  this  time  you  are  on  your  way  to  recovery. 

I  want  you  to  know  of  my  love  and  sympathy  and  to  tell  you  that 
I  am  remembering  you  in  prayer  for  full  recover;’-. 

I  am,  with  great  admiration. 


Yours  sincerely. 


PCLjDW 


Fred  C.  MacMillan 
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MISS  LOUISE  PHILIPS 
3729  Woodland 
KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 
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He  says  “for  all  these  things  I  will  be  inquired  of 
them,  to  do  it  for  them."  And  He  always  wants  to  be 
gracious,  and  do  more  for  His  people  than  they  can 
ask  or  think! 


HE  is  faithful. 


So  now  help  Him  by  praying 


against  His  arch  enemy — Rome! 


Moreover  shall  we  not  in  this  dark  hour  by  fasting 
and  prayer,  make  a  new  onslaught  oh  drinks,  narcotics 
and  demoralizing  amusements. 


v^  vh-  (6  A4C*  frv 


PRINCETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 

PRINCETON,  NEW  JERSEY 


OlT|CE 


of  THE 


president 


December  21,  1944 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

It  was  a  great  joy  to  receive  the  post  card  written 
in  your  own  familiar  handwriting.  How  happy  we  are  that 
your  strength  is  returning  and  that  your  spirits  are  so 
buoyed  up,  looking  beyond  the  surgical  ordeal  to  restored 
health.  Between  now  and  then,  you  will  be  in  our  constant 
prayers,  and  the  prayers  of  a  multitude  of  other  friends, 
that  Israel's  Shepherd  may  lead  you  in  safety  through  the 
hazards  of  the  Valley  and  out  beyond  into  a  season  of 
service  across  the  threshold  of  the  lour  score. 

You  may  have  heard  rumors  that  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  has  elected  me  as  its  new  President.  I  took  a 
month  to  consider  the  matter  and  finally  decided  to  accept 
both  the  honor  and  the  responsibilities  of  the  office. 

When  I  was  approached  about  the  same  matter  four  and  a 
half  years  ago,  I  declined,  being  then,  as  you  may  remember, 
somewhat  under  the  weather  and  I  felt  that  I  could  not 
honestly  do  what  would  be  required  of  me  in  so  responsible 
a  position. 

As  it  is,  it  will  mean  a  considerable  adjustment  in 
my  schedule  and  a  re— appraisal  of  values,  but  I  am  prepared 
to  give  all  the  time  I  can  to  the  cause  to  which  you  have 
given  your  life  and  which  has  been  throughout  the  years 
my  own  basic  commitment . 

It  was  a  joy,  a  few  minutes  after  taking  office  to 
make  as  my  first  announcement  that  I  had  heard  from. you  and 
that  you  were  progressing  favorably.  The  Board  voted, 
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Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
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December  21,  1944 


thereupon,  to  ask  me  to  send  you  and  Mrs.  Speer  loving 
greetings  for  the  Christmas  and  the  New  Year.  This  I 
now  do,  transmitting  to  you  both  the  assurance  that  all 
the  many  friends  at  156  Fifth  Avenue,  who  owe  so  much 
to  you  both,  are  constantly  close  to  you  in  thought 
and  in  prayer. 

With  love  and  Christmas  greetings, 


John  A.  Mackay 
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CENTRAL  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

frank  Harvey  Throop.  D.  D..  Minister 
COLUMBUS,  OHIO 

January  1st  194-5 

Lakevill® ,  ^Connecticut. 

Ky  dear  Dr.  Speer. ^  Jugt  learned  from  a  letter  to  Former 

Missionaries,  that  you  have  been  ill  and  confined  to  some  hos- 
pltal  for  surgical  attention  and  that  you  are  now  at  your  home. 

I  trust  that  this  general  address  will  find  you.  I  am  deeply 
concerned  to  know  of  your  ill  health.  I  have  felt  that  you 
„ere  a  living  example  of  what  careful  living  could  do 
a  man  grow  old  in  years  and  yet  not  loose  his  strength  and 

vitality.  That  careful  living  will  be  of  great  value  to  you 

| 

now  in  this  extremity.. 

I  most  earnestly  pray  that  you  may  speedily 

regain  your  health  and  continue  to  make  your  strong  contribu¬ 
tion  to  a  needly  world  in  this  hour.  I  maintain  and  I  am  s 
you  will  agree  that  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  does  not  depend 
upon  favorable  circumstance  to  make  its  greatest  contributions, 
Bad  government  however  hostile  has  not  succeeded  in  destroying 
it  and  any  opposition  is  helpless  to  quench  its  spirit.  This 
then  is  a  great  hour  for  the  church  both  at  home  and  abroad 

and  we  need  every  voice  lifted  to  make  it  known. 

Kay  God  richly  bless  you,  and  raise  you  up 

to  continue  your  ministry  in  an  hour  like  this.  A.ver^  H“ppy 

New  Year  to  you. 

Affectionately  yours, 

9. 
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George  H.  Milne 

BELGO  ROAD 

LAKEVILLE.  CONNECTICUT 


January  4,  1945 


the  connection  was 
who  took  my  message 
who  was  talking • 


I  just  rot  back  from  the  hospital  Friday 
and  understand  you  are  either  back  again  or 
about  to  return.  I  wish  you  well.  Doctor,  and 
dope  that  what  they  do  for  you  will  add  greatly 
to  your  comfort  and  satisfaction. 

Harkness  is  a  fine  place  for  a  3hort  time 
but  during  the  three  or  four  weeks  I  was  there 
I  got  fed  up  with  it. 

I  greatly  enjoyed  Jefferson,  and  particu¬ 
larly  the  chapter  on  slavery,  as  I  never  under¬ 
stood  how  a  man  of  his  fine  character  and 
ability  could  keep  slaves  and  advocate  liberty 
at  the  same  time. 

With  warm  regard,  and  hoping  to  see  you 
after  your  return,  believe  me  always, 


Your  friend 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 

Lakeville 

Connect icut 
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626  5th  St.N., 

St. Petersburg, Fla . 
January  4 ,  1945, 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Lakeville, 

Conn. 

Dear  Robert, 

This  is  the  first  time  I  ever 
remember  to  have  written  you  when  you  were 
supposed  to  be  laid  aside  for  repairs.  You 
certainly  have  been  blessed  with  a  wonderful 
reservoir  of  health  during  your  long  life* 
the  paper  stated  that  you  had  one  operation 
and  were  resting  up  for  a  second,  though  1 
p-ave  no  inkling  of  how  serious  the  operation^ 
were.  It  may  be  by  the  time  this  reaches  you 
that  you  will  be  on  the  go  again,  carrying  <  o 

completion  your  busy  mission. 

Anyway ,  1  want  to  tell  you  how 

sorrv  1  am  to  learn  of  your  temporary  illness 
and  to  assure  you  that  my  earnest  hopes  and 
prayers  are  with  you  for  a  speedy  recovery, 
imagine  your  surroundings  are  ideal  for  recup¬ 
eration,  if  the  weather  only  will  coopera  e 
as  it  would  do  nicely  if  you  were  down  here  in 
the  Florida  sunshine.  "All  things  work 
for  good”,  and  I  suspect  that  this  resting  time 
11  in  due  course  produce  new  treasures  _■ 
the  abounding  storehouse  with  which  Providence 

has  provided  you,  ^h^oHr e*called on to  'pass, 
experience  thr°ufet?er  from  ^lchell  this  week 

tells  me  he  is  to  visit  Florida  xn  j^a^£h  on  v-~r 
for  the  Board,  and  will  speak  here  March  18th.  1 
shall  be  glad  to  see  him  again,  as  he  is  the  _  j 
one  of  the  secretaries  I  now  know. ^  say s  all  g* 
others  have  come  into  service  within 

years,  and  that  his  own  retirement  comes  in  thee 

years.  Great  changes  have  taken  P  dRn,  "  birthday 

1  will  be  reaching  my  80th  birtnaay 

the  coming  September  (29th),  and  find  myself  no. 
nearly  so^ll.  as  formerly,  though  my  general  health 
is  fairly  good.  This  afternoon  I  am  attending  tt 

funeral  of  John  Kelso, one  of  the  sa¬ 

line,  cousin  of  Dr. Kelso, formerly  of  Western  oemi 
narv  In  Pittsburg.  He  dlea  suddenly  n  oUx  *  -  L 
Oluh  building  on°Hew  Ws  day.  He  was  a  fine  man, 
and  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  church  hei  e. 

Wishing  you  speedy  and  full  recovery, 
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7  Reinway  Court 
Pasadena  4,  Calif. 
January  5,  1945 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 


When  Dr.  Ruland  was  here  in  November, 

I  had  a  word  with  him  regarding  your  forced  hospital  experi¬ 
ence  .  I  was  very  sorry  to  know  that  you  were  obliged  to 
take  that  sort  of  a  rest. 


Now  in  a  communication  from  156  I  learn  that  you 
are  able  to  be  back  in  Lakeville.  That  good  news  calls 
for  an  expression  of  thanksgiving  and  congratulation. 


Thi6  is  just  to  let  you  know  that  we  have  felt 
concern  and  rejoice  with  your  many  friends  in  knowing 
that  you  are  back  home  again. 


It  also  will  convey  our  affectionate  greetings 
to  both  you  and  Mrs.  Speer  with  all  good  wishes  for  your 
complete  return  to  strength  and  activity. 

We  are  planning  to  drive  east  this  spring 
and  shall  probably  pass  thru  Connecticut,  but  may  not 
re n.d h  your  part  of  the  state.  However,  we  shall  be  think¬ 
ing  of  you  and  the  various  members  of  your  family, 
as  we  have  for  many  years  with  only  the  happiest  memories. 

Gertrude  joins  me  in  this  brief  note  of  greeting 
and  e  steem  . 


Cordially  yours. 


The  Hotchkiss  School 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 


or  Medical.  Director 


January  8,  1945 


Mr*  Robert  E.  Speer 
Harkness  Pavilion 
Medical  Center 
New  York  City 

Dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter,  telling  me  of 
your  safe  arrival  and  of  the  plan  for  the  completion 
of  Doctor  Speer's  surgery  today.  I  am  glad  that  the 
trip  down  was  such  a  comfortable  one,  and  I  hope  that 
by  the  time  this  note  reaches  you  Dr.  Speer  will  be 
well  on  his  way  to  the  initial  stage  of  recovery. 

When  Doctor  Speer  is  in  a  condition  to  be  interested 
in  such  matters  will  you  please  tell  him  that  the  bill 
sent  him  was  for  the  beloved  tonic  which  we  gave  him. 

I  had  no  intention  of  making  charges  for  the  visits 
and  such  other  help  as  I  was  able  to  give;  consequently, 
I  kept  no  record  of  the  number  of  visits  or  the  dates 
of  them.  Please  give  him  my  very  best  wishes  for  a 
speedy  and  comfortable  convalescence. 

With  kind  regards. 


Faithfully  yours. 


Delavan  L.  Pierson 

184  FERNWOOD  AVENUE 
UPPER  MONTCLAIR,  N.  J. 
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January  9.  1945 


Dear  Hr*  Wallace, 


Xr 


Tiathor  has  asked  me  to  acknowledge 
our  very  kind  letter  of  December  31st,  which  reached 
a  yesterday  and  vhich  Mother  read  to  hint  a  few 
urs  after  Ids  second  operation*  Ho  is  in  ranch 
better  shape  after  this  operation  than  he  .as  after  . 
e  first  one  several  raonthe  ago*  The  Doctor  1* 
eased  vita  his  progress  arid  we  are  all  hoping  now 
1st  he  vill  not  have  raany  raorB  weeks  in  the  hospital* 

After  this  long  period  of  inactivity 
he  is  looking  l'orvard  to  the  prospect  of  his  normal 
routine  and  spealcing  engagements  again  by  late  s  ring* 
I  do  not  need  to  tehl  you  that  he  has  taken  this  rac¬ 
ial  e  perience  with  his. usual  sirnnity  and  keen 
aod  humor* 


pi 


Ve  continue  to  get  good  vord  from  my 
»t«r  In  Tngiand  and  ray  brother,  who  cones  and  pees 
ross  the  Pacific* 


Sincerely  yours. 


IjW 


Margaret  Dailey  Speer 


Gillian  Wallace 
‘He  Del  Sena  #69 
loo,  D.  P. 


January  9,  1946 


or  Mr  a.  Morrisoni- 

ifather  has  asked  we  to  thank 
,<m  for  your  very  kind  letter  of  January  4th, 
hi  oh  r^aehod  him  at  the  hospital,  where  he  hue 
ttst  hod  ft  recond  operation*  Ho  io  not  yet 
j>la  to  vrite  letters  himself,  hat  he  Is  making 
well  eat  progress  and  we  hooe  will  soon  he 
Is  usual  vigorous  self  again* 

Sincerely  yours, 


iV  Margaret  Salley  Speer 


bps ,  Bober t  Morrison 

®  Jane  Street  .  t 

lev  York  4,  New  York 


Jairaary  9,  1946 


Sear  Hr.  Poteat, 

-  letter  of  Jnro^^*  na  to 

Is  that  he  vlll  notbe  cJt?*  ho”  '«"?  he 

the  last  wees  in  March.  *”  *  If"'  ~*hnrg  during 

t-Shs  and  hnc  had* to  ham*'*  ,Ultl’  41J  for  OTeral 
send  one  wna  “rfon,^.!T  »u. 

5  hoej4tal  tld,  Bornin,/  thlZ^l  “*  -t*“  1  lrft 
Very  Bach  le~eedvith  t  o  “*  TOrses 

•t-:  r  was  mahrlnp1-  tf  .'rosresg 

I  snr®  n#  will  be  9  tepJslrJ**-?*  at  m*  **nte,  I 

I  »attSSSS3aw5s.: 

fc”**  *”  -  —  ■*-  2 

V°'t  einoere  y  yonrg. 


K-a-wt  Wlv  speer 
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January  9,  1946 


Bear  Mr**  Brovnlng, 


Tour  very  nice  letter  to  Mother 
cane  yesterday  shortly  after  Either  iiad  had  hi* 
second  operation  and  Mother  read  it  aloud  to  Jrtlier 
in  the  vening.  We  are  all  very  ranch  pleased  by 
the  repress  he  is  maldLng.  It  vas  very  slov  at 
first,  hut  he  vne  in  ranch  “better  shape  for  the 
•econd  operation  than  he  had  bean  for  the  first  one 
anr’  va  all  hope  nov  that  there  will  not  he  w 
aorc  vee’cs  in  the  hospital.  X  knov  he  villain 
fas  when  he  is  able  to  get  to  Lakeville  again. 


Bveryon*  has  benn  extraordinarily 
ind  during  these  we^ks  of  *rther*s  illness?  and 

J*®*  co«*cious  of  the  power  of  love  and 
“Tayer  that  ha*  been  pomred  out  for  him. 


The  news  of  your  little  great, 
mdsw  «aB  rarticulaxly  interacting  to  me,  since 
£  i1"**'*  “ero  Minors  of  our  in  T5n,~levood  and 
"ore  or  le'r  a  contemporary  of  ny  brother 


k®  up  all. 


Vith  very  affectionate  greetings 
Sincerely  yours, 

I 

0 

Margaret  Bailey  Speer 
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Moderator 

FKBDBKICK  SCHWEITZER 


Ridley 


Park,  Pa. 


rhainnan.  United  Promotion 

„ffV  LEAVER  K  EUBANK 
REV«4'>  South  57th  Street 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Chairman,  National  Missions 

TtEV  C.  W.  COCHRAN 
'  Apollo,  Pa. 

Chairman,  Foreign  Missions 

KEV  JOHN  T.  PETERS 
507  Washington  Street 
Huntingdon,  Pa. 


g>ynoti  of  JltmtayUrattia 

■prpsbgtman  C*Xl|urrl|  in  II.  A. 

Synodical  Executive 
REV.  W.  M.  CLEAVELAND 
Payne-Slioemaker  Building 
Harrisburg,  Pa. 


Office- Phone  7997 


Stated  Clerk 

REV.  GLENN  M.  SHAFER 
243  S.  Hanover  Street 
Carlisle,  Pa. 


Chairman,  Christian  Education 
REV.  BARNETT  S.  EBY 
504  Childs  Ave. 

Drexel  Hil,  Pa. 

Chairman,  Pensions 
REV.  JOSEPH  C.  STCART 
Blairsville,  Pa. 

Chairman,  Social  Education  and 
Action 

REV.  HARRY  BURTON  BOYD 
Indiana,  Pa. 

Chairman,  Finance 
REV.  ,T.  HAROLD  WOLF 
120  E.  Fifth  Street 
Mt.  Carmel,  Pa. 


January  10th,  1945 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Lakeville,  Connecticut! 

Dear  hr.  Speer: 

Just  a  New  Year’s  note  to  assure  you  of  the  satisfaction  we  have 
over  the  word  that  comes  of  your  gradual  return  to  health, 
truly  makes  the  hearts  of  your  friends  everywhere  most  happy. 
This  also  assures  you  of  our  continual  remembrance  of  you  in 
our  thoughts  and  prayers. 

Sincerely, 


.  M.  Cleave  land 
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INNES  COMPANY 

1150  EAST  PICO  BLVD. 

LOS  ANGELES,  21  CALIFORNIA 
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Arthur  J.  Brown 

1235  PARK  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  28.  N.  Y. 
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UNION  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 

BROADWAY  AT  120TH  STREET 
NEW  YORK 
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PRINCETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 
PRINCETON.  NEW  JERSEY 


IES 


DENT’S 


OFFICE 


January  19,  1945 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

YJc  are  all  over- joyed  to  hear  that  you  have  passed 
through  the  operation  most  successfully .  On  Sunday  I 
had  an  engagement  in  Teaneck,  New  Jersey  and  before 
leaving  the  home  where  I  was  staying  I  rang  up  the  hos¬ 
pital,  about  eight  in  the  morning,  to  find  out  how  you 
were  and  whether  it  would  be  possible  to  see  you  on  my 
way  down  to  the  Board  meeting.  I  learned  that  no  visitors 
were  being  allowed  to  see  you  as  yet,  but  that  in  the 
very  near  future  it  would  be  possible  to  pay  you  a  visit. 

I  am  hoping,  therefore,  to  see  you,  if  for  only  a  few 
minutes,  next  Monday. 

How  thrilled  we  are,  and  full  of  gratitude  to  God 
for  His  loving  kindness  to  youl  I  am  sending  out,  to  all 
the  members  of  the  Board,  notices  of  the  happy  outcome 
of  the  operation  ,  and  our  prayers  will  continue  for  your 
complete  recovery. 

You  will  be  sorry  to  know  that  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Piper 
have  lost  their  elder  son,  Gero.  He  was  killed  in  Luxembourg 
on  the  twenty-fourth  of  December,  but  word  only  came  to 
them  last  Monday.  They  are  both  bearing  up  marvelously 
well.  Their  younger  boy,  Manfred,  is  also  with  the 
American  Army  on  the  German  border. 

Mrs.  Mackay  and  I  join  in  sending  loving  regards  to 
Mrs.  Speer  and  you. 


Yours  affectionately, 


TStslmmslet  ^ztsbQlzximx  (Chiu*  dr 

iflu  indent  Abenuc  at  (SHttoe  S>txtzl 
Mirant  an ,  |3  eratsy  i  a  a  ntn 


'JleUr  Tumtelh  35 mm  an  » ,  Jttt  in*t  e  r 


J anuary  20  th,  1945 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Harkness  Pavilion 
Presbyterian  Hospital 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer; 

We  are  all  delighted  and  thankful  to  God 
for  the  good  news  which  we  are  receiving  concerning 
the  success  of  your  operation  and  your  speedy  re¬ 
covery  following  it.  We  are  so  glad  that  this 

ordeal  is  over  and  that  all  indications  point  to 
your  complete  recovery.  Ned  Dodd  gave  us  a  most 
encouraging  report  at  the  Board  meeting  in  New  York 
the  other  day. 

I  want  you  to  know  that  all  of  us  here 
in  Westminster  Church  are  thankful  for  this  good 
news  end  continue  to  pray  for  your  speedy  and  com¬ 
plete  recovery. 


Very  cordially  yours, 


PICE:  0 
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, 


Smith,  Buchanan  X  Ingersoll 


ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 


UNION  TRUST  BUILDING 


PITTSBURGH,  PA. 


January  22,  1945 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
Presbyterian  Hospital, 
620  West  168th  Street, 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 


I  am  delighted  to  learn  from  Dr 


Mackay’s  letter  to  the  Board  that  y0ur  second  opera¬ 
tion  appears  to  have  been  entirely  successful.  I 
hope  and  pray  that  you  will  be  speedily  restored  to 
health  and  strength  and  trust  that  you  will  not 
undertake  the  performance  of  duties  during  your  con¬ 
valescence  which  will  delay  your  complete  recovery. 


With  kindest  regards  to  you  and  Mrs 


Speer,  I  am 
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East  Liberty  Presbyterian  Church 

PENN  AND  HIGHLAND  AVENUES 
PITTSBURGH,  PENNSYLVANIA 


nYE  HUTCHISON,  D.  D. 

SHERIDAN  AVENUE 


January  24,  1945 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Dr.  Ma okay's  letter  brought  the 
good  news  that  you  are  on  the  road  to  com¬ 
plete  recovery.  Through  these  months  you 
have  been  in  the  thoughts  and  prayers  of 
our  household  as  of  those  of  thousands  of 
others  over  the  world.  In  1937  I  passed 
through  the  same  experience  and  was  absent 
from  my  work  for  six  months.  The  relief 
it  brought  was  worth  all  the  pain  and  wait¬ 
ing. 

With  affectionate  best  wishes  to 
your  and  yours , 

Very  sincerely, 


Adrian  Lyon 

84-  Gordon  Street 
Perth  Amboy,N.J. 
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Summit  lirestjptman  Ctiurcfj 

#reene  Street  an&  ©Sestbieto  &benue 

$fnlabelpfjta  19,  itennsplbama 

TELEPHONE:  GERMANTOWN  2825 

EARL  L.  DOUGLASS,  D.D.,  Pastor 


ABERT  D.  ANDERSON.  D.O. 

'Clefk  0/  Session 

.  nedW1LL  RAMSAY 
■0»rA  Treasurer 

urOLD  p.  sawtelle 

Esjure:  of  Benevolence 

res.  EDITH  L.  JONES 
Church  Secretary 

Rev.  Robert  E.  Speer,  D.D. 

I  The  Presbyterian  Hospital 
620  ,vest  168th  Street 
New  York,N.  Y. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Dr.  John  B.  Laird  told  me  at  a  meeting  two  days  ago  that 
you  had  gone  through  your  second  operation.  Having  passed  through 
the  same  thing  myself  just  a  year  ago,  I  write  to  send  my  best  wishes 
and  my  assurances  of  your  complete  return  to  health  and  strength 
a~ain,  once  a  few  painful  hurdles  are  surmounted. 


6745  Greene  St. 
Philadelphia  19,  Pa. 
Jan.  25,  1945 


In  the  case  of  everyone  going  through  this  operation,  there 
is  something  somewhere  along  the  line  which  is  trying  and  di scouraging . 
I  had  to  have  only  the  one  operation,  although  it  involved  the  removal 
of  the  entire  gland.  Fortunately,  I  suffered  no  pain,  but  I  had  a 
terrific  time  in  the  matter  of  healing,  and  for  several  months  after 
leaving  the  hospital  some  slight  but  very  annoying  seepage.  All  this 
has  now  cleared  up. 


I  mention  these  things  because  I  know  you  will  encounter 
something  which  will  undoubtedly  try  your  patience.  In  fact  I  have 
never  known  but  one  person  who  got  through  the  operation  without  the 
least  difficulty.  It  is  one  thing  with  one  person  and  another  thing 
with  the  next  patient,  but  always  it  is  something  which  makes  him 
anxious . 


So  if  you  are  having  any  such  difficulty,  I  think  you  may  be 
comforted  to  know  that  I  had  many  long  anxious  hours  before  I  finally 
saw  that  the  surgeon  was  right  and  that  my  recovery  wasgoing  along 
quite  according  to  schedule.  Inasmuch  as  I  had  never  had  any  attacks, 
and  was  in  the  best  of  health  when  I  went  into  the  hospital,  I  have  not 
felt  that  tremendous  renewal  of  health  which  men  feel  when  they  are 
badly  worn  down.  In  the  case  of  almost  everyone,  however,  a  year  or 
18  months  brings  such  a  restoration  of  health  and  vigor  as  to  appear 
almost  miraculous. 


May  I  send  my  best  wishes  along  with  the  scores  of  cordial 
Messages  which  have  gone  to  you  at  this  time  of  your  illness. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


Earl  L.  Douglass 
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RUSSELL  RANCH  SCHOOL 

TUCSON,  ARIZONA 


February  1,  1S45 


My  dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

The  other  day  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eailey  and  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Sherri f  called  at  the  school.  They  told  us  of  Dr 
Sneer’s  severe  illness  and  I  write  for  Ellen  and 
myself  to  express  the  hope  that  he  is  making  a 
satisfactory  recovery. 

It  was  good  to  learn  of  the  activities  of  your 
family  and  may  the  time  soon  come  when  thoughts 
of  neace  will  occuny  men's  minds. 

Our  united  love  to  you  and  yours. 


Always  sincerely, 

Robert  M .  Russell 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Spear 
Lakeville,  Conn. 
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ARMY  SERVICE  FORCES 
HAMPTON  ROADS  PORT  OF  EMBARKATION 


Newport  News,  Virginia 
2  February  1945 


Dr.  Robert  I.  Speer 

Eoekledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

This  is  just  a  note  to  send  to  you  my  love  and  best  wishes  for  con¬ 
tinuing  success  in  the  battle  you  are  fighting  with  the  medical  powers 
that  have  been  after  you,  and  to  say  how  haopy  I  am  to  have  word  that 
you  are  making  good  progress  in  this  battle. 

X  remember  a  scone  when  my  father  had  been  nut  to  bee.  by  two  doc¬ 
tors  when  he  '"as  in  his  early  seventies.  He  had  alv/ays  been  active  in 
the  woods  up  to  that  time  and  was  extremely  agile  and  sure-footed.  One 
of  the  old  woodsman  who  was  accustomed  to  go  with  him  had  said  he  had 
never  seen  him  trip  or  fall  in  the  woods  even  in  the  densest  slashing  or 
underbrush;  but  when  the  symptoms  of  the  particular  illness  appeared,  the 
doctors  did  insist  upon  his  going  to  bed.  I  remember  his  saying  to  me 
with  spirit  after  the  two  doctors  had  gone:  nI  think  I  could  have  gotten 
out  of  bed  and  nut  both  of  those  doctors  on  their  backs  >  °nd  X  have  no 
doubt  that  he  could  have  done  so.  He  was  never  ill  in  his  life  after  his 
early  twenties  and  it  was  an  unusual  experience  for  him  to  be  unde.,.  doc¬ 
tor’s  orders  just  as  it  has  been  for  you.  I  am  sure  you  could  put  on 
their  backs  the  doctors  who  have  been  caring  ion  you  just  as  my  father 
had  threatened  to  do. 

I  was  talking  the  other  day  with  Cant,  llexis  Thompson,  Aide  oo  the 
General  here,  a  Yale  graduate,  and  a  man  of  some  wealth  and  experience  in 
public  gatherings,  especially  in  the  athletic  world.  He  was  speaking  of 
after-dinner  addresses,  referring  particularly  to  the  ability  in  that 
sphere  of  President  Angell,  .  ayor  sixer  oi  New  oork,  and  General 
Kilpatrick.  He  said  the  most  impressive  after-dinner  speeches  he  had 
ever  heaid  were  one  sentence  long;  one  made  by  Joe  Louie,  t  e  heavy¬ 
weight  champion;  the  other  by  the  former  Mayor  halker.  This  ..’c*..  at  a 
dinner  for  sports  writers  at  which  Jena  Tunney,  Joe  Louis,  and  Mayor 
”  alker  were  to  speak.  Tunnoy  made  a  long  talk  Oj.  nearly  fox  ty  unu 
in  which  he  was  rather  heavy  and  somewhat  egotistical.  At  that  time 
there  had  been  considerable  undertone  oi  comment  by  certain  cri tics  oi 
Joe  Louis,  casting  aspersions  upon  his  ch&rocter  and  his  family  relation¬ 
ships  which  Joe’s  friends  thought  untrue  and  unjust.  After  Gene  Tunney 
spoxe ,  Joe  Louis  arose  and  said  just  one  sentence:  Some  people  say  I 

am  a  disgrace  to  the  colored  race;  I  had  rather  die*;  and  he  s«t  •  • 


-1- 


I 


2  February  1945 


When  Mayor  Walker  arose  to  speak,  it  ms  thought  he  would  make  one  o 
is  flowery  and  florid  addresses,  but  instead,  he  merely  said,  This 
-an  on  my  left  (indicating  Joe  Louis)  has  just  laid  a  rose  on  Lincoln  s 
er av0";  and  then  he  sat  down.  Capt.  Thompson  said  there  was  thunderous 
anplause  which  lasted  about  ten  minutes  and  the  dinner  broxe  up  on  that 

note. 

I  think  that  the  three  best  sneakers  in  vocabulary  and  'action , 
that  I  have  heard  are:  Churchill,  Roosevelt,  and  Robert  -5.  Speer.  Rn  '• 
ieneral  Kilpatrick,  our  Port  Commander,  a  former  classmate _ at  Yale,  is 
a  remarkahlely  able  speaker  and  excels  many  prof  essionals  m  r^at  i-'~id , 
nd  Capt.  Thompson  and  I  would  include  him  with  our  oop  quartet. 

The  war  news  is  very  good  and  we  are  hoping  a  major  decision  will 
be  reached  soon  in  Germany.  I  hone  you  have  good  word  concerning  Billy 
and  your  other  family  relatives  in  service  overseas. 


My  love  to  Mrs.  Speer  and  to  you. 


affectionately  yours 


W,  PkOCl 

V'lLLLtiM  R.  V.TiJSSLER 
Major,  TC 
Port  Historian 
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George  H.  Milne 

BELGO  ROAD 

LAKEVILLE,  CONNECTICUT 


February  3,  1945 


De^r  Dr.  Speer: 

Mrs.  Houghton  has  been  away  so  that  I  have 
not  been  able  to  tell  you  in  letter  form  how 
glad  I  am  that  you  are  back  home  once  more  with 
all  this  operating  business  behind  you.  As  a 
mental  relief  I  know  of  nothing  more  stimulating 
than  to  see  trouble  with  a  looking-glass  instead 
of  square  in  the  face . 

Your  neighbors  and  friends  were  able  to  keep 
some  sort  of  tract  of  you  through  people  in  New 
York  and  visiting  the  city  from  Lakeville,  so  we 
were  spared  any  deep  concern  over  what  was  going 

on. 

You  have  gotten  back  just  in  time  to  3ee  how 
much  snow  New  England  can  pile  up  on  the  level. 
Over  here  where  we  are  it  must  be  two  feet  deep 
as  many  of  our  stone  walls  are  completely  covered. 
As  near  as  I  can  recall  we  have  had  more  snow  now 
than  at  any  time  during  the  winter  of  the  last 
twelve  years.  Anyway,  it  is  nice  to  know  that 
you  are  all  back  again  in  your  lovely  home  on  the 
hillside,  near  enough  to  talk  with  comf ortcgbl^c 
by  telephone,  and  better  still,  to  3ee. 

with  warm  regard  as  always,  believe  me, 


Sincerely  your  friend, 


pr*  Robert  E.  Speer 

Lakeville 

Connecticut 
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THE  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY  OF 
THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 

PRINCETON,  NEW  JERSEY 


BENJAMIN  F.  FARBER,  Secretary 
631  West  End  Avenue 
New  York  24,  N.  Y. 


February  10,  1945 


,n  members  OF  THE  ADMINISTRATIVE  COMMITTEE 
tHE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES,  PRINCETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 


Dear  Brethren: 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  Administrative  Committee  of  The 
Board  of  Trustees  of  The  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
ini  ted  States  of  America,  located  at  Princeton,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey ,  will 
neet  at  the  time  and  the  place  specified  in  the  action  of  the  Administrative 
Committee  at  its  meeting  on  December  4,  1944,  and  the  following  certified  call 
of  the  Reverend  Dr.  Lewis  Seymour  Mudge ,  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Administrative 

Committee : 

"I  call  a  meeting  of  the  Administrative  Committee  to  meet  in  the 
Parlor  of  Alexander  Hall  in  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  at  10:30  A.M.  on  March  6,  1945, 
for  the  transaction  of  any  and  all  business,  within  the  province  of  the  Committee, 
which  may  be  presented  at  that  time.  Especially,  to  receive  reports  from  the  Sub¬ 
committees  on  "Seminary  Administration"  and  on  "Alumni  Representation  on  the  Board 

of  Trustees" . 

Lewis  Seymour  Mudge 
Acting  President 

Will  you  please  notify  the  Secretary  if  you  find  it  impossible 
to  be  present . 


Faithfully  yours, 

Benjamin  F.  Farber 
Secretary 


Because  of  illness  and  absence  from  home  of  some  of  the  members  of 
the  Committee  it  is  essential  that  every  member  who  can  be  present  for  this 
meeting  plan  to  attend  in  order  that  we  may  have  a  quorum. 
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Hoard  of  ©ruairru 

THE  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY  OF 
THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 

PRINCETON,  NEW  JERSEY 


LrT  E.  SPEER.  President 

Rockledge 

LeviHe.  Connecticut 


BENJAMIN  F.  FARBER,  Secretary 
631  West  End  Avenue 
New  York  24,  N.  Y. 


February  10,  1945 


L  the  members  of  the  board  of  trustees 

PRINCETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 


Dear  Brethren: 

In  accordance  with  Chapter  I,  Section  2,  of  the  By-Laws  of  The  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  located  at  Princeton,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  as  approved 
by  the  General  Assembly  of  1935; 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  The  Board  of  Trustees  of  The  Theological 
Seminary  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America,  located  at 
Princeton,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  will  meet  at  the  time  and  the  place  specified 
in  the  following  certified  call  of  the  Vice-President  of  The  Board  of  Trustees,  the 
Reverend  Dr.  Lewis  Seymour  Mudge; 


"This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  received  a  request  for  a  Special 
Meeting  of  the  3oard  of  Trustees  of  Princeton  Seminary  to  be  held  on  Tuesday,  March 
;6,  1945  ,  at  2:30  P.M.  in  the  Parish  House  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Princeton,  New  Jersey,  from  three  members  of  the  Board--the  Reverend  Dr.  Minot  C. 
Morgan,  the  Reverend  Dr.  Peter  K.  Emmons  and  Mr.  Ray  Vance.  The  purpose  of  this 
meeting  is  to  transact  any  and  all  business  which  may  properly  come  before  a  Stated 
or  Regular  meeting  of  the  Board.  I  hereby  call  a  meeting  of  The  Board  of  Trustees 
°f  Princeton  Theological  Seminary  for  March  6,  1945,  in  accordance  with  the  accom¬ 
panying  request." 


Lewis  Seymour  Mudge 
Acting  President 

Will  you  please  notify  the  Secretary  if  you  find  it  impossible  to  be 

Present . 

Faithfully  yours, 

Benjamin  F.  Farber 
Secretary 

ij,  There  will  be  Commencement  Exercises  and  Conferring  of  Degrees  on 

i  March  6,  1945,  at  4:30  P.M.  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Princeton, 
ofW  Jers0y-  There  will  be  quite  a  number  of  graduates  and  members  of  The  Board 
rustees  are  urged  to  be  present  for  this  occasion. 
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February  13,  1945 


eCUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

fc^c.  c.  BERRYHILL,  *20 
■kidENT 

KesSOR  a.  a.  BORLAND.  09 
rJ^EORGE  j.  SCHAUTZ.  JR..  '31 

W1  GROVE  SILK  CO..  SCRANTON.  PA. 
1  u,.  JOHN  W.  CLAUDY^ 

If,,  JOHN  MAXWELL  ADAMS—' 

IN  CHARLOTTE  E.  ray 

IgOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 
^EXPIRING  DECEMBER.  1942 

TjlOtDUATE  TRUSTEES 

Stanley  Cobb.  Jr*,  as 

^■ATE  COLLEGE,  PA. 

JDYTHE  MOORE.  *43 
■ATE  COLLEGE,  PA. 

[| EXPIRING  MAY,  1943 
A  MAXWELL  ADAMS  ^ 

||LADELPHIA,  PA. 

(CEORGE  M.  ARISMAN 
IASTER.  PA. 

[A.  A.  BORLAND.  *09 
jilATE  COLLEGE,  PA. 

,  R.  L.  DIEFFENBACHER,  0.0. 

IV  YORK  CITY 

^Wallace  H.  Dunlap,  *40 

EATTLE,  WASH. 

ev.  James  F.  Neill.  ‘33 
IlETON,  PA. 

|Rev.  John  o.  Nelson,  Ph.D. 

JIILADELPHIA.  PA. 

K  John  T.  peters,  Ph.Ot^ 

TING  DON,  PA. 

|LH.  Van  Houten 
— Einboro,  pa. 

JlRCarl  Wharton,  *27 
IRRJSBURG,  PA. 

[IEXPIRING  MAY.  1944 

p.  C.  C.  BERRYHILL,  28 
*TTSBURGH,  PA. 

W  W.  CLAUDY^ 
llefonte,  pa. 

LW.  M,  Cleaveland**- 
Tuirisburg,  pa. 

iFred  F.  LlNINGER.  ‘17.  PH.  D.t 
TATE  COLLEGE.  PA. 

, '  wlotte  e.  ray 

f*TE  COLLEGE,  PA. 

PRGE  J.  SCHAUTZ.  JR„  ’31 
pANTON,  PA. 

I  Horace  c.  Ryburn,  ji 
JTTSBURGH,  pa. 

1EI'vH„enry  p-  Van  DUSEN^-H.D. 
«EW  YORK  CITY 
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|EXPI«ING  MAY.  1945 

b»-  8rANDT.  M.D..  -30 

BFfTSBURGH.  pa. 

i' B-  R-  Dickey 
rTE  “llege.  pa. 

|^EcoWlAlTgeH'pJaONES 

KllTpa.  KERRl  TH^ 

|;foLLMEAGEGOPAF- 


Dr.  Robert  S.  Speer 
Lakeville,  Connecticut 


Hy  dear  Doctor  Speer, 

Dr.  Hugh  Thompson  Kerr  conducted  a  seminar 
for  Huntingdon  Presbytery  here  at  the  Nittany  Lion  Inn 
based  on  his  recent  volume  ’’The  Christian  Sacraments”  . 

At  the  luncheon  table  where  I  sat  next  to  him 
he  referred  to  your  recent  operation.  This  was  the  first 
I  had  heard  of  it .  I  was  glad  to  learn  that  you  were 
making  progress. 

I  happened  to  notice  in  my  prayer  booklet  in 
which  I  record  the  names  of  those  for  whom  I  pray  that  your 
name  apoears  each  Sunday  in  the  list  of  those  seeking  to 

bring  about  His  Kingdom  at  home  and  abroad.  I  noted  the 

•c 

notation  of  Elliotts  death  in  1934  so  that  it  has  been  more 
than  a  decade  that  I  have  remembered  you. 

Please  do  not  bother  acknowledging  this  note. 


yours, 


Donald  V I.  Carruthers  ,"\ 
Director 
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The  Shadyside  Presbyterian  Church 

Amberson  Avenue  and  Westminster  Place 

PITTSBURGH  6,  PENNSYLVANIA 


jH  THOMSON  KERR 
Ld  FISHER  CAMPBELL 

February  19,  1945 


My  dear  Robert: 


1  have  heard  indirectly  that  you  are 
back  home  and  well  and  on  your  feet.  That  is 
good  news  to  me,  but  no  more  than  I  expected. 
Your  fine  constitution  and  the  love  of  God 
and  tne  skill  of  the  physicians  would  perform 
the  miracle.  You  will  now  be  good  for" many 
years  and  it  is  a  joy  for  me  to  think  of  you 
still  going  strong. 

Sometime  when  you  have  a  moment  of 
leisure  will  you  jot  down  two  or  three  names 
that  1  could  submit  to  my  Church  Session  as 
my  successor?  1  am  thinking  of  my  retirement 
but  i  would  like  to  have  the  names  of  a  few 
choice  men  with  your  recommendation. 


$  .  Wi¬ 
ne** 

Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
"Rockledge” 

Dakeville,  Connecticut 
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‘  * 

'  !  . J  c.  . 


V  • 


19  Feb  1945 


pear  Dr.  Speer: 

Reports  have  come  to  me  that  you  are  ill  or  have  been  ill* 

I  hope  that  you  have  not  been  overdoing  in  these  days  when  traveling 

\ 

is  so  uncomfortable.  Perhaps  you  have  been  working  too  hard  at 
your  numerous  skills:  carpentering,  stonewall  building,  farming, 
bookbinding,  etc.  Anyway,  this  is  a  line  to  say  I  hope  you  are 
well  again. 

You  will  be  interested  to  know  that  I  am  now  in  the  Philippines. 
We  came  here  by  plane.  We  are  situated  in  a  grove  of  cocoanut 
plams  and  do  not  see  much  of  the  sun.  Usually  there  is  plenty 
of  mud.  In  fact,  it  is  so  bad  we  wear  men’s  rubber- soled  shoes 
to  swish  through  it.  You  will  know  what  the  weather  is  in  the 
rainy  season  as  you  have  been  here.  But  I  don*t  know  whether  you 
have  been  way  off  from  nowhere.  Yesterday  I  went  by  boat  to  one 
of  the  larger  towns.  Was  there  but  a  short  time  but  passed  the 
Protestant  Church  and  went  in  and  met  the  Rev,  Juan  Bao.  I  was 

delighted  to  find  that  he  had  met  you  as  well  as  Dr.  Rogers,  Dr. 

Brown,  Dr.  Hooper  and  others.  I  saw  one  of  Dr.  McAfee’s  books 

in  the  church.  He  invited  me  to  his  home  but  I  didn’t  have  time. 

He  told  me  the  Freis  were  the  last  white  people  in  the  town  and  were 
not  interned  as  they  were  helping  with  the  wounded  but  thought  it 
better  to  leave  later. 

I  look  back  with  pleasure  to  the  time  I  worked  for  you.  I 
Hope  you  get  good  word  from  William  and  the  others  of  your  family, 
^ith  best  regards  to  Mrs.  Speer  and  yourself, 
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SAMUEL  M.  ZWEMER 

THIRTY  THREE  FIFTH  AVE. 
NEW  YORK  3,  N.  Y. 
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PARSONAGE: 

87  Bordentown  Road 
Trento  n  ID,  N.  J. 
Phone  3-D475 

|  .  2*064J 
PhOnE 

Pearson  DM^martal  fltetljnitfet  Cljurirlj 

CHARLES  W.  MARKER,  Minister 
WHITE  HORSE,  TRENTON,  N.  J. 

February  22r  1945 

Dear  Dr.  Speer, 

Not  long  ago  I  asked  your  advice  on  books  to  read  and  you 
•  :d.ly  had  sent  to  me  the  list  of  '‘Must  Books'*  from  Fniladelphia. 

I  I  want  to  tell  you  mu~h  I  am  grateful  for  this  kindness. 

I  am  reading  now  your  book  on  “The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ, « 
la  truly  great  book,  in  which  I  am  finding  great  pleasure  and  profit. 

hot  long  ago,  tfiile  I  was  in  the  book  store  at  the  Princeton 
Saminary,  they  told  me  of  your  recent  illness.  This  is  sad  news  indeed 
s  m  o  love  you  and  have  profited  so  greatly  by  your  workd.  May  it 
I  please  our  good  Lord  to  spare  you,  so  that  we  may  y  et  again  have  the 
I  pleasure  of  listening  to  you  and,  perhaps,  reading  another  book  from 
|your  Pen*  0ur  prayers  are  yours  in  your  illness. 

With  all  best  wishes,  I  am. 
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Western  State  Penitentiary 

Rock  view  Farm  Prison 


GENERAL  officers 

PITTSBURGH 

STANLEY  P.  Ashe 

W»r4c> 


ROCK  VIEW 
JOHN  W.  CLAUDY. 


Bellefonte,  Pa. 


February  26,1945 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

Edwin  C.  May,  Freshen 
William  T.  Root.  Vi« Presided 
John  A.  Lathwood,  Trntircr 
Frank  L.  Duggan.  Secretary 
William  J.  Brant 
John  H  Harris 
Dan  S.  Keenan 
William  P.  Sieg 
Stewart  m.  Vockel 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Through  Donald  Carruthers  I  have 
learned  of  your  recovery  from  recent  illness. 

I  am  so  glad  that  you  are  improving,  and  trust 
that  you  will  be  your  former  self  before  long. 


You  may  not  know  it,  but  since  my 
Princton  days  you  have  had  a  profound  effect 
both  upon  my  thoughts  and  life.  I  mention  this 
merely  to  voice  my  sincere  thankfulness  that 
you  have  been  spared  to  the  church  and  to  the 
influence  that  you  have  always  exemplified  for 
Christian  living. 


Sincerely  yours, 

Dr.  1.  W.  Claudy. 


(El?tra$0  lEtipntng  (Hinb 

TO  MAINTAIN  A  SERVICE  OF  CHRISTIAN  INSPIRATION  AND  FELLOWSHIP  IN  THE  BUSINESS  CENTER 
AND  TO  PROMOTE  THE  MORAL  AND  RELIGIOUS  WELFARE  OF  THE  CITY 


OFFICERS 

President  First  Vice-President 

|  *rD  vV.  BARNES  HARRY  A.  WHEELER 
Vice-Presidents 

fE  w  ARMSTRONG  WILLIAM  E.  GOODMAN 
t'ALD  S.  McWILLIAMS  CHARLES  W.  SEABURY 

Chairman  Executive  Committee 
EDWARD  FOSS  WILSON 

Secretary  Treasurer 

jWARD  K-  WELLES  SOLOMON  A.  SMITH 

Acting  Director 
JOHN  TIMOTHY  STONE 


(Orchestra  gall 

EVERY  SUNDAY  EVENING 

OCTOBER  TO  JUNE 
Executive  Offices 

10  South  La  Salle  Street,  Suite  1340 
Telephone,  Franklin  3356 
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the  officers;  and 

ARTHUR  S.  BARROWS 
JOHN  S.  BROEKSMIT 
ALFRED  T.  CARTON 
JOHN  L.  CLARKSON 
ARTHUR  H.  COMPTON 
NEWTON  C.  FARR 
JAMES  B.  FORGAN 
CHARLES  F.  GREY 
FRED  G.  GURLEY 
JOSEPH  O.  HANSON 
STANLEY  G.  HARRIS 

WILLIAM  S. 


JSTEES 

FRANK  D.  LOOMIS 
ANTHONY  L.  MICHEL 
CHARLES  M.  M0DERW2LL 
JOHN  NUVEEN,  JR. 

JAMES  F.  OATES,  JR. 
EDWARD  L.  RYERSON 
WILLIAM  P.  SIDLEY 
FRANK  S.  SIMS 
HERMON  D.  SMITH 
ELMER  T.  STEVENS 
HAROLD  H.  SWIFT 
EDWARD  HALL  TAYLOR 
WARFIELD,  III 


HONORARY  TRUSTEES 

THOMAS  E.  DONNELLEY  JOHN  W.  O’LEARY 

ALBERT  W.  HARRIS 


February  27,  1745 


Dr. Robert  E.  Speer, 
Rockledge  , 

Lakeville,  Connecticut. 


My  dear  $ob ; 


Your  letter  has  just  cone  to  Mrs. 
Randall,  and  she  has  kindly  placed  it  on  my  desk.  You  see 
I  am  filling  in  for  the  time  being  at  the  earnest  request 
of  the  Sunday  Evening  Club.  Clifford  Barnes  and  I  talked 
natters  over  from  the  very  inception  of  this  Club,  which 
he  began  just  about  the  time  I  came  to  Chicago  over  thirty- 
five  years  ago. 

We  will  be  glad  to  reserve  a  room 
for  you  at  the  Union  League  Club  as  suggested.  I  hope  I 
may  be  able  to  see  something  of  you.  Mrs.Stone  and  the 
boys  join  in  cordial  remembrances  to  you  and  yours. 

Eov.  grateful  we  are  that  you  are  better,  and  have  been 
given  this  renewed  vigor  I  We  thought  of  you  so  constantly 

when  you  were  ill,  and  you  were  so  gracious  to  write 
as  you  always  do. 


Ever  affectionately, 


. 


Dr.  ALEXANDER  W.  CURRIE 
342  MADISON  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK 
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Sin  aril  of  ®ruatprs 

THE  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY  OF 
THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 

PRINCETON,  NEW  JERSEY 


£.  SPEER.  President 
Rockledge 
Lille,  Connecticut 


March  7,  1945 


BENJAMIN  F.  FARBER,  Secretary 
631  West  End  Avenue 
New  York  24,  N.  Y. 
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py,  Robert  E.  Speer 
jo&ledge 

Seville,  Connecticut. 


ly  dear  Robert : 


u 


We  missed  you  yesterday  and  all  the  brethren  were  asking  about  you.  I 
your  letter  to  the  Board  and  it  was  their  desire  that  I  send  you  their  felicitations 
upon  your  recovery  and  their  fond  regards.  We  all  thank  God  for  His  goodness  in  guarding 
and  guiding  you  through  your  severe  illness  and  His  evident  purpose  to  use  you  further 
In  proclaiming  the  gospel  of  His  blessed  Son  to  this  needy  world. 


^  read 


We  had  a  fine  series  of  meetings  on  Monday  and  Tuesday.  The  concluding 
lonmen cement  Exercises  on  Tuesday  aftemnon  were  very  helpful  with  fine  addresses  by 
Dr,  Lowry  and  Dr.  Mackay.  You  will  read  the  details  of  the  meetings  of  the  Administra- 
[tive  Committee  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  in  the  Minutes  that  will  be  coming  to  you  in 
time. 


v 


We  had  a  fine  meeting  with  the  Alumni  Council  and  reached  an  agreement 
that  appears  to  be  satisfactory  to  all.  You  will  receive  the  conclusions  in  the  Minutes, 
t  is  sufficient  to  say  here  that  there  will  be  no  steps  taken  at  the  present  time  to 
change  the  Charter.  The  members  of  the  Alumni  Council  saw  the  inadvisability  of  trying 
4fto  do  that  and  they  did  not  press  the  matter. 


I 

4:' 


9  May  I  say  again  that  we  are  all  happy  and  grateful  for  your  progress  in 

I  the  recovery  of  your  strength  and  we  send  you  our  fond  regards  and  best  wishes. 

</ 


Remember  me  to  Mrs  Speer,  please. 


Faithfully  yours, 
(/3xhM- 

Benjamin  F.  Farber 
Secretary 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  EVANGELISM 


'  of  the 

FEDERAL  COUNCIL  OF  THE  CHURCHES  OF  CHRIST  IN  AMERICA 
ROOM  71,  297  FOURTH  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  10,  N.  Y. 

OFFICE  OF  THE 
iCUTIVE  SECRETARY 


March  ±6,  1945 


Dear  Robert: 

X  have  heard  of  your  ixxness,  with  much  regret. 
I  am  so  pleased  to  know  that  you  are  able  to 
j-eave  the  hospital  and  be  at  home. 

As  go  about  the  country  on  my  frequent 
journeys,  many  ministers  inquire  about  you. 

They  express  deep  interest  and  concern  for 
cney  all  have  an  affectionate  regard  for  you. 

nope  you  are  making  a  rapid  and  a  complete 
recovery.  Me  need  your  help  in  our  evangelism 
right  now  more  than  ever. 

a  had  a  half  hour  with  Dr.  Mott  yesterday. 

He  is  a  great  soul. 

^est  wishes  and  God  bjLess  you. 


Cordially  yours, 


Hr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
uockiedge 

^akevilie,  Connecticut 


jmb-i 


